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Lesson Title: Even people on the earth and language are also connecting! ~Japanese
culture and language~
Lesson Author: Norika Yoshinami
Date: 18 September 2007
Grade Level(s): 5
Subject(s): language
Description: Language is produced with a background of the history and the culture in that
country. People living there has brought it up. A kana (the Japanese syllabary) and other
plentiful words are also originated through the background of Japanese history and
culture. By showing these words with some pictures and the letters , I want to tell students
the Japanese rich nature and culture. At the same time I want to tell them that Japanese
people feel taste and elegance by living together with nature.

There are many adopted words from English. People all over the world often exchange
each other, that's why “language” has been exchanged and influenced. I want students to
know it and to be able to communicate with each other by using easy Japanese words.
Goal: This lesson will encourage students to use higher level thinking skills and will help
them to learn to better cooperate with their peers. It will also help students develop a
respect for cultures different from their own.

Objectives: As the result of this activity, the students will able to:

1 Understand a kana (the Japanese syllabary) produced from a Chinese character and
plentiful words
brought up through the background of Japanese culture.
2 Understand that language is exchanged and communicate with each other by using easy
Japanese words.

Materials, Resources and Technology: For this particular lesson, the teacher would need a
video tape about the life of Japanese elementary school and Junior high school, cards
and cartas which have some Japanese words giving the pronunciation of a Roman
characters and pictures, and a picture letter.

Procedure:

Activity attention evaluation
1.Know the Japanese greetings. +use pictures and cards. Watch the
Watch the pictures about the life of the students’

Japanese school. - each Japanese letter is given the | reactions.
2.Play the Japanese card game(carta). pronunciation of a Roman character.

*show students some pictures of the life
3.Back to the time 1,200 years ago when a | or clothes in Heian period(about1,200
hiragana( the cursive kana character) | years ago).
was made.
4 Understand that a hiragana and a
katakanalthe square form of kana ) are




invented from a kanji (a Chinese character | * let students choose same shape of
of China).

5.Choose the card of which a hiragana or a
katakana comes from which a kanji.

For example:\\ from LA, 9 from 3,4 from
f#,0 from = and so on.

6..Know that there are many adopted words

letter or easy letter to guess.
+ let students enjoy it just like a game.
+ let students combine a picture and a
photo.
« let students enjoy themselves.
for example:
komyunikeishon(communication),tekist
(text),rida(leader),imeji(image),and  so

from English in Japanese.
7.Know that there are many adopted words

from Japanese in English on.

Understand that people on the earth
exchange each other and so “language”
is also exchanged and influenced all over

for example: ekiden, judo, kendo,
tsunami, and so on. Write on the
whiteboard.

the world.
8.Write favorite Japanese words on a
picture card. '

pictures are heartwarming

for example:sakura(cherry blossoms),
fujisann(Mt. Fuji), and so on.
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