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Responses to Individual Study questions: 

 

I am responding as a teacher in a hospital setting.  My hospital is the trauma center for 39 

counties in Eastern North Carolina.  The area is quite rural.  We have two classrooms, 

one for the acute side of the hospital and one in rehab. 

 

1. Educational support system for children with special educational needs who have 

medical needs 

Last school year (August 05-June 06) we enrolled 140 students.  About 1/3 of them 

were identified exceptional by their home schools.  Most of these children were 

identified Other Health Impaired.  The next largest group was Educable Mentally 

Disabled.  The others were Traumatic Brain Injury, Developmentally Delayed, 

Speech and Language, Severe and Profound, Orthopedically Impaired, Learning 

Disabled, Multi-Handicapped, Trainable Mentally Disabled. 

 

All children who are evaluated and identified as special needs have an Individual 

Educational Plan (IEP) developed for them.  If that child has to be hospitalized, we 

follow the IEP when appropriate. 

 

The school counselor is usually our contact person for communication between the 

hospital school and the student’s home school.  He/she relays requests and 

information to pertinent school faculty.   

 

The parent is invited to participate in the school program.  Sometimes the parent 

uses school time to take a break.  Sometimes he comes to school with his child and 

observes the session.  Contact is made with the parent before/after each session or 

sometime during the day if parent is available.  Usually just 2-3 sentences is 

shared about the child’s school session.  Copies of all documentation sent to the 

school is shared with the parent. 

 

2. Once the hospital school receives a medical referral from the doctor saying it’s ok to 

have school with a child, a phone call and letter (faxed and mailed) is sent to the 

school, alerting the school of the student’s enrollment in the hospital school.  

Because the placement is a temporary placement, we request books and 

assignments from the child’s home school.  This makes the transition back to the 

child’s home school less traumatic—he’s not so far behind and he feels like he’s still 

a part of his home school.  While the student is enrolled in the hospital school, we 

mark him present on our school register.   

 

The PCMH School program is a partnership between the hospital and the school 

system.  One half of each teacher’s salary is paid by the hospital; one half is paid 

by the school system.   

 

3. The continuum of care extends from the hospital to homebound services if the 

student is not medically able to return to school upon discharge from the hospital.  

Homebound services are provided by the home school.  Sometimes a school system 

will contract with the child’s teacher or another teacher to provide instruction.  

Sometimes a school system will hire teachers whose responsibility is to teach only 

students on homebound.  Instruction might be as little as simply dropping off and 

picking up assignments or up to 5 hours of instruction per week.  Pitt County 

Schools has two full time homebound teachers who provide one hour of instruction 

two times per week. 
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4. I am not aware of any schools for children under medical treatment other than 

hospital schools.  There are a group of homes for medically fragile, 

multi-handicapped children that are run privately.  However, the public schools 

are responsible for providing school services to these children..  I do not know what 

the eligibility criteria is. 

 

5. All children, no matter what their medical status, are entitled to an education.  If 

their medical condition does not affect their learning, they attend regular classes 

with the necessary medical support.  If their physical status impacts their 

learning, they are evaluated and then placed in whatever category of exceptionality 

that is appropriate.  (See #1) 

 

6. Support for children under medical treatment in regular classes…I do not know 

what “exchange education” is.  In our school system we have school nurses 

assigned to each school but most of the nurses are responsible for more than one 

school.  The counselor, teacher, nurse, and parent all try to work together to meet 

the child’s needs.   

 

7. See # 3.  Students on homebound are counted present in their home school.    

Students who are on homebound due to a medical condition usually have a doctor’s 

referral requesting homebound services for a certain amount of time.  The student 

must return to the doctor to either be cleared so he can return to school or get 

another statement saying he needs to continue homebound for another amount of 

time. 

 

 

 

Addendum:   

Three terms might need clarification.   

Home school, as used in the above explanations, is the public or private school the child 

attends normally. 

Home schooling is when the parent decides to provide the child’s education at home. 

The parent is responsible for doing the teaching. .  The public school is not 

involved.  Supervision is provided by another department at the state level. 

Homebound is instruction provided for a child at the child’s home by a public school  

teacher.   

 

I hope this answers some of your questions.  Good luck! 
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