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Japanese Teachers Discover International Difference, Similarities

Japanese teachers Eiui Morita, Relko Ueda and Etsuko Kawal visited Laney High School last week in an
effort to learn about the American school culture. Their visit was sponsored by The (Global Partnership School
Project, which aima to strengthen cultural relationship between Japan and America.

Their one-day visit to Laney High school encompassed visits to classes involving Physical Education, math,
and history. According to Ueda, one of the most interesting aspects of Laney High School was the Arts
building and theater, both of which are not common placa in the Japaness schools.

Ueda, an English teacher in Japan, added that Japanese curriculum is "very similar but Japan does not have
AP classes, marketing, BOTC, drama or yearbook." Her counterpart, Etsuko Kawail, a physical education,
added that physical education classes are similar, but Laney students take a "longer time to train and exercize.”

The most noted difference between Laney High School and .Japan that the visiting teachers are noted was
the stvle of instruction used by the teachers. Siudents in Japan must "sit forward and listen to teachers,”
according to Ueda. Because of this instructional difference, Ueda added, "American students seem maore happy
and free.”

Anocther element noted by the Japanese visitors that might have influenced the feeling of freedom among
American students was the absence of school uniforms at Laney [high School. Ueda commented, "Uniforms
are for equality... so that families who are rich or poor can seemn equal. Also, Japanese teachers can control
students more."

Though the educational culture appears different, students from both countries enjoy out-of-school activities.
Buch like teenagers at Laney High School, Japanese students still find time for recreation. Students go to
teen clubs, listen to music, and begin dating near the age 16 or 17.

Though the Japanese goal of the Global Partnership Schools Project has been met teachers and those who
met with them during their visit noted several differences, both parties walked away with a better understanding

of the others' culture.
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