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Lesson Title :  Put your heart into the character! ~SHODO spirits~
Lesson Auther :  Mitsumi Okada
Date : September 16th, 2013
Grade Level :  8th grade
Subject : Culture
Description : In this class, students will learn about “SHODO-Japanese Calligraphy”.
And they will try to do SHODO, and then, they will be able to get some new
thoughts about “writing characters”.
Objectives : As a result of this activity, it will be possible for children to
1 Deepen their thoughts about writing characters.
2 Learn about SHODO - Japanese calligraphy - spirit.
3 Enjoy writing characters with the writing brushes and Indian ink.

Teaching process :

Activity Instruction of teacher Materials
1. Learn about 1. Show some works of SHODO, and Some works of
“SHODO”. explain the attitudes toward SHODO and | SHODO
rules of it.

(explain clearly about the spirit of
SHODO, the attitude which should be

needed 1in it, and “the fair copy

(SEISHO)”)
2. Learn how to use 2. Explain the basic skills of using the Writing brushes
the writing brush. brush.
HANSHI(the paper
>to fix the tip of a writing brush, for SHODO)




3. Practice the basic
ways of using the
brush.

4. Practice one’s own
character for several
times.

5. Write the fair copy,
SEISHO”.

)

>to hold the suitable amount of Indian
ink in the brush,

>not to write with the loose brush and
write carefully,

>to be careful not to stain your or others’
clothes.

3. Tell children to practice writing some

horizontal lines, some vertical lines, some
circles, and let students capture the sense
of the suitable amount of the ink and how

to move the brush on the paper.
4. Show various Chinese Characters, let
each student choose one of them,

watch around and give some advice.

5. Distribute the paper for the fair copy.

Kits of SHODO

Some examples of
Chinese
Characters

Some square pieces
of high-quality

paperboard for the
fair copy

6. Enjoy seeing their | 6. Display their works on the board, and

works each other. Let them see their works each other.

7. Deepen their 7. Ask them what they felt, noticed and

thoughts about their impressions about writing, and

writing characters. deepen their thoughts about writing

characters.
8. Rinse the brushes. | 8. Tell them that tidying up is an Plastic bottles or

1mportant part of SHODO.

replacements for it.
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