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Lesson Title : Let’s Compare American and Japanese Events
Lesson Author : Mariko Kitamura
Date: September 18th, 2012
Grade levels: I would like to teach 7/8th grade
Subject: Culture
Description:

In this class, students will compare American and Japanese events using
a calendar which Japanese students made. Japanese students prepared
some questions about Japanese culture via a PowerPoint presentation, and
American students will answer those questions in groups. They can then write
new information on the calendar, and each student will make their own
original. At the end of the class, they will write letters to Japanese students. I
will bring the letters back to Japan and share them with students.

Objectives: As a result of this activity, students will be able to:
1. Think about their own culture and recognize the differences and similarities
with Japanese culture.
2. Have fun communicating with Japanese students.
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Materials, Resources, and Technology:

* calendars * quiz - letter
- PC * projector  * pen
- the paper to write messages to Japanese students
* picture cards - prizes
Procedure:
Activities Teacher’s instructions Materials
Greeting * Introduce myself and tell them Pictures
what they will learn in this class. projector,
PC
Learn numbers * Teach students how to pronounce picture
from 1 to 12 in Japanese numbers using the cards
Japanese and picture cards.
practice them
Glance through * Distribute a calendar which calendars
the calendar and Japanese students made to each
check the U.S. student (On the calendar, only
holidays/ American events are written)
events all year « Tell the students ask each other
round. which holiday/event they like the
best.
- Ask students several questions
about the U.S. holidays/events.
Answer the + Show students a video clip of calendars
questions in Japanese students asking some projector,
groups and write questions about events in Japan PC
the information on | * Give a present to the group that marker pens
the calendar. gets first prize prizes
Write letters to * Give some advice if they are at a letters from
Japanese students | loss. Japanese
who made the students
calendar. message
paper
marker pens
Greeting
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