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Let’s Understand Each Other through Baseball And S#so

Kazuhito TKEUTA
Tsuyoshi TSUMORI
Junzo ODAHARA

{The intention of developing this material)

We developed this teaching material for cross cultural understanding in

education, and it can be used for the 4th to the 9th graders.

[n developing this, the points we paid attention to are as follows:

To wtilize materials which students are interested in the most.

To develop teaching materials whiech can be used for cross cultural
understanding both in the USA and Japan.

To develop teaching materials which can be made the most of for cross
cultural understanding, not only for reading as a whole bul also by using
various parts of the material.

To allow teachers to cheoose parts of the material which are appropriate for

their students needs.

We thought that baseball and S¢82 are representative sports in the USA and

Japan, and they are closely related to the history and culture of each country.

This is why we decided to choose them as materials,

The method of our survey is as follows:

To survey children in both In the USA and in Japan by questionnaires to
determine their attitudes towards sports.

To give students in North Carolina and Minnesota(from 5th to 9th grade) =
Lu@e presentation, and so that they ean learn about it.

To interview people in North Carolina and Minnesota and survey theilr ways

of thinking aboul representative sports, for example, baseball and football.

This material has three short stories, and in the stories, three Japanesco

children visited some parts of the USA and experienced diflerent culiures

there., By adopting this approach,we hope that it will make the material more

interesting for students. 3o, therefore, there arc no questions in this material.

ln detail, this material can be used for seccial studies and Japancse lan-

guage classes for the 5th and the fth grades at elementary school. At junior
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high school it can be used for sceial studies and English lessons, in additicn
il ean also be used for special lessons.

When you actually use this material, we recommend that you should select
the contents from the material to suit your purpose and the students™ actual
needs,

If you hope to use the materials, pictures,videotapes and so on, we have
introduced in this teaching materials, please get in touch with our society.



SECTION I
YrComparison of the result of the questionnaire aboul sporis between American
and Japanese childrenyy

We asked elementary and junior high school students the following questions.

|
| Question 1

Do you know any American {Japanese) athletes? If your answer is “YES" ,

| please write their name(s).

‘Line graph 1" shows the answers for question No.l,the Admerican athletes
whom elementary and junior high school students in Japan Kknow. About two-thirds
of the students know the names of American athletes. But in the USA only 3
percent of students know the name, Sadaharu Oh. The result indicates that
Japanese people receive a lot of information about sports from the USA, but
fmericans do not receive such information from Japan.

GRAPH 1

12D
1004

M. Jodan C.Lewis Joyner B.Ruth Harding M. Johoson Kerigan None

 Question 2 !
| What is the national sport{s) of the USA? '

“Cirele graph 2' shows the answers {or question Yo.2. The answers are

separated into three sports, baseball, football and basketball.

N—1-—-3



E A Basebal l
EF-'F:J-:'-HJ.-]'l
B Basketball
LD soccer
BE Cihers

Japan the USA

Question 3
If it was possible for you to be a professiconal athlete, what sport would

you choose?

Look at ‘Cirele graph % . In the USA almost all students chose the three
major sports. In Japan most people answered firstly soccer, secondly basketball
and thirdly baseball. But no one ehose the Japanese national sport, Srao.

GCRAFH 3

W & Socoer
Cl1EBasketng ]
B CBazeball
D:'L'-:JI ]H!.II'IH 11
BCFootball

S iihers None

Question 4
What sport do you play the most?
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Look at “Circle graph 4 . The result for question No.4 was similar to that
of question No. 3.

GHRHAPH 4

M A Soooer

= B Rasebal 1
CRasketball
EDust leyball
BEFootnall
L F others

the USA

| Question 5§
What sport do you watch the most? |
“Watch™ in this question includes “watehing on TV™ . ‘Circle graph %

shows almost the same result for guestions No.3 and No.4. From the answers for

questions No.3, No.4 and No. 5, we know what sports are popular for Japanese
c¢hildren.

[ acancer
rlEHaseball
e = 0thers
DFootball
B EBaSketlball
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Question 6 (for Japanese)
!Hav& you ever watched live baseball and soga?

Question 7
Do you have the following baseball goods?
;Easeball gloves PBaseball bats Baseballs Autographs of players

Question 8

Do yon have any Sv&p goods? |

Looking at ‘Bar graph 6 ., “Bar graph 7 and ‘Bar graph 8 . we came to
uderstand that fewer children have ever watched live s¢#¢, that is not on TV,
than ehildren who have watched a baseball game at a stadiom. 4nd [t is
difficeult to lind any children who have su#0 related goods such as aulographs,

posters, magazines and so on.
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fazuhikar
Foshito:
Jugichi’

Yosfifho

Kazubhiko:

Yashiko!

Jupichis

fazubiikoe.

Yoshiko:

Kazithiko!

Yoshikor

Jugrchis

Razihiko

Yoshikar

do they?

No, they don™ t, Sadaharu Oh? We have never watched his play.

I cannot believe that they don' t know fazu of Ferdy Farasaki,

Me, neither. But I can see somthiung strange in the results from
Japanese children.

Really? Please tell me about them.

Look at the result about s¢#? Everyone says that the national
sport of Japan is su#2 in Japan. But few people have ever walched
live su#do,

That means s¢#¢ is not so elose to all of us, doesn™ t it?

By the way,do you think that American children know about S¢#o?
No, I don™t think so. 1f they knew about it, they would answer some
sugo wrestlers' names, for example, Fakanohana and Mainoumi.

Listen! Let' s go to the USA and get a chance to talk about

sports with the children there, shall we?

That's a good idea! This summer my father is going to stay in the
US4 for two weeks. [1'11 ask him to take us then.

I cannot speak English.

Don" t worry. When I was a little child, | lived in England. 1
have been studying English since then. No problem. Leave it to
me.

0.E. We' 1l do it. Now I am thinking of the national sports.

What on earth is the national sport of the USA? DBaseball?
Baseketball? Or football?

Let" s survey about this gquestion in the USA.

a0, therefore, the three decided to go to the USA.
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SECTION I
#The trip in the USA to give a presentation of JSussiy

Three Japanese children, Juniehi, Kazuhiko and Yoshiko,visited the USA during
their summer vacation,and they gave the children in the USA a presentation of
su#e¢ in North Carelina and Minnesola, because they wanted the children to have a
goodunderstanding of sSé#0

% In North Carolina

75 students at Nash Central Junior High school attended the presentation
and listened to the explanation very eagerly. Each of the three children had a
role. The role of Junichi was to explain sv#e in English. Yoshiko prepared
some videotapes and materials to show. And Kazuhiko actually performed Suad

Junichi had not slept well for three days in order to write an English
script for the presentation. The three read some books on sumo written both in
English and Japanese, and discussed how they should explain it to the children in
the USA, so that they would understand su&c very well. At last they made the
seript. This is the seript.

Do you know S4#67 | think almost all of you don’t know. But in Japan
it's very hard to find the people who don't know segz.  Su#e is the
national sport in Japan,so it is very prUlEIJEED&GiE]lT fo the elder
people. The older the Japanese get, the more we are interested in se#2  In
the ather words, Su&9 is not so popular for young people. Few boys want to
be a SuE? wrestler when they grow up. Many boys in Japan want to De soccer
or basketball players.

Kow ['11 tell you the origins of sugo.  Su#d has a very very long
history. It is an ancient sport dating back some 1,500 years ago, It's
origins were religious. The first sv&o matches were a form of ritual
dedicated to the gods with prayers for a bountiful harvest,and were per-
formed together with sacred danecing and dramas within the precinets of the
shrines. The S¢&3 ring is called Jafro and takes its name from the straw
rice bag which marks out its different parts. The doftrs is constructed of a

special kind of clay. The bout is confined to an inner c¢irele a little over
15 feet diameter.
A bout is won by foreing the opponent out of the inner circle or

throwing him in the dodro.  The rikishs who touches the ground with any

paris of his body, his knee or even the tip of his finger or his top knot,



loses the match. Basically there are four winning techniques as following.
1. Basic techniques (thrusts)
2. Throwing techniques (Nagewaza)
3. Tripping techniques (Kakewaza)
4. Twisting techniques (Hineriwaza)
Striking with fists,hair pulling, eve gouging,choking and kicking in the
stomach and chest are prohibited. After this explanation ['d like you to
actually take part in su#0. Please remember these rules.

By the way, do you know JSedo? Jwdo is also a Japanese traditional
sport and it is an international sport now. For you Jodo may be more
well-known than s##&5 | think. Why did Jwdo become international?  Why
didn' t Su¢#? become international? In my opinion, that's why there' s a big
difference between se¢&2 and Jedo. What is that? Judo has weight limits
just like boxing and western wrestling. But in S¢4#2 there are no weight
limits,s0 it is possible for a r7&75k7 to find himself pitted against an
opponent twice his own weight.

Do you understand the outline of su#0? 1'm afraid that you have a lot
of questions. But people say, “Secing is believing.” Now 1" 11 show you a
video of suso.

{JU47 A Fan's Guide by Mark Schilling The Japan Times}

This presentation drew attention there,and the three children were

introduced in the local news on TY that evening.

- Fea™ e
L I ]
Hw [ e

v

In Hinesuta.
The three children gave the presentation to the 25 members of Youth
Express program at Concordia College in St.Paul. Youth Express is a program
designed to provide young people with education and cultural opportunitics,
work experience, and leadership training outside of the normal school environment.
A video Yoshiko had recorded and edited was well reeeived there. The

video showed the matches of the last day of the ¥2:pF7 Grandtournament whieh
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was held just before the three chidren left Japan, and they could listen to
English announcements. There were cheers from the students when dusashizary
from Hawaii defeated Fadanohana and Ffalanohams, and won the championship in the
video.

Then they went out and experienced doing S##3 on the grass. Almost all the
children challenged Junichi and Kazuhiko cheerfully. But they could not defeat
Junichi and Kazuhiko whose bodies are smaller than theirs. This was the [irst
time to try doing s¢&0, so they itried to throw the opponent,not to thrust him out
of the dehrs. 1t seemed that they couldn' t understand very well the differences

batween Su&2 and western wrestling.

During the presentations the children asked many questions. 1t was very
hard fer the three to answer the following guestions, because they had to explain

not only su#0 but also Japanese traditional cult

Ure.

& Who beogan susn?

& Why do svgp wrestlers throw salt?

®Why do svg0 wrestlers repeat Shikiri?
®What does fogaidns mean?

®Why do Sudo wrestlers wear 544777
#¥hat is the doh¥? made from? ete.

Only in Japan s¢#2 wrestling developed as the national sport, but we can see
the origin of sv&9 wrestling all over the world.

[t is very surprising that two [ighting men' s statues made from bronze was
discovered when the 3,000 B.C. ruins of ancient Babylonian were unearthed, and the
statues wore &aFashs, sug? belt. We can see some wall pictures of the fight like
SHF? in the cave at Nile, Eyupt. They were drawn in 300 B.C. And a life of
Buddha says that he actually did svea

Feople all over the world instinctively used to fight like So¢#&2 to show
itheir own power, and in Furope the fight became western wrestling or boxing. In
China it became A2#f8, and in Japan it became S##0

Niltenshoki says that the first sog2 was held at the Imperial Palace in
642. Ju#o seemed to have a relation with the festival which predicted the
coming harvest of the crops among the general people. But among the nobles it
developed as the ceremony at the shrines, and among the s#geras it developed as
one aof the ways to train themselves. Then professional S¢#2 wrestlers appeared
about 300 years ago. So the peeculiar action and manner in Sw&% has a relation
to Japanese above-mentioned history and culture.

Fikishy, susp wrestlers, repeat SA765r5f several times in four minutes, and



throw salt each time. Throwing salt is done to purify the dofyo in other words,
rikishi pray to the gods of the dobyo not to be injured during a bout by
throwing salt. Salt works for disinfection and sterilization, and it prevents
maturation. More than 600kg salt,40kg per a r/fishs, is used in a grand-
tournament which has 15 days. The Japanese often use salt to purify somthing,
not only in sumo. Jfegafsams performed by a winner after a bout express the
thanksgiving for three victory gods. Jach/ars the begining of a bout,is one of
the most important things on sumo,so f4£7347 repeat s47£777 to adjust the timing
to start fighting. Fofiye is constructed of clay,but it is very remarkable that
f@F4r4, a straw bag, is used to separate the inmer cirele from cutside of the
Jafiyg. Tawara is the bag for rice, This shows how the Japanese wish for a rich

rice harvest.

At the grandtournament many unique and amazing prizes for the winner.

For example,
% gasoline for one year from the UAE

+ 10,000 bars of scap from the soap company
* 1,500 one litre bottles of orange juice from the vegetable and fruit

alliance in Ehime prefecture
w 5,000 eels
*

OHE COW
Needless to say, 30 straw bags full of rice are given. The sum weight of

them is about one ton.

& After the Presentation of Sugoe

|
Jagrehs: | was very satisfied because all the students eagerly listened to
our explanation. g
 Yoshikas 1 think so, too. But more students know about sSe#* than |
expecied,

fazruhikor Yes. They said that they have even watched it on TV once or
twice.

Foshibo: Some of the people who didn"t know the word, " su#s” | could
recognize when we showed them the pictures of Afebone and
Fakanohana,

Fazubriko:r Almost all of the people we interviewed in the towns knew about
it.

Jupafcfiis But some of them think that s¢#2 15 the same as American
professional wrestling. One boy asked me, “When will rofozuna
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Kazulrko.

\ ¥oshiko!

Jupirchis

fazuhifo!

Foshirvo:r

fazuhifo!

Jugichis.

Kazuhiko!

VSamicks)
Karulirka

Junrehis
Yoshrbo!

Jugiehi’
NYarahrkar

#4 Talk by

come to the USA and have a bout?”

Sugp is very impressive for them because of remarkable figure of
rikishi. But the tules are not well known.

Sugo has been performed abroad, of course in the USA. Why doesn't
Str#3 become famous and internationalize?

| don"t know why. But the people who are interested in Japan know |
sewo very well, and we met a man who has watched live Su#go at
Kokwgrkan, Even we have never seen it live.

| remembered. How vexing!

What was so vexing?

] lost the last mateh in Minnesota. [ lost only ance.

I won all the matches. The students are bigger than [. Why could
[ always win?

Maybe they don't know how they could better use their power.

[ agree. They always tried to throw the opponent, not to thrust

[ don't know any other [ights whose rule is that the player will
win when he thrust the opponent out of the ring

[t sure is. This seems to be the special rule only S4#0 has.

Both of you are strong. That' s why your equilibrium is low, |
think.

1 know my legs aren’'t so long.

Me, too. Leaving it,1 felt at case as we could win. Because we
were the inﬁtrunturs-

Mr. Rick Logo, & Cousin of Afebonn, Fokozunady

school,

[ am

vas promoted to ¥edofwnd and is active in

S B

Fokpzuna, Akebone is my cousin., Both of
us, of course, are [rom Mawaii, and he is as old
as me. So I know him very well. We were
football plavers until we graduated high

What?
wrestler, too? Absurd! 1 will not able tao
endure that hard training. ['ve heard from .
Afebono how hard they must train. .

very happy now because my cousin

You mean [ had better be a Su#e




SECTION I
3 ¥hat' s the national sport of the USA? A heated argument in a sport shop. 3%

Junichi, kazuhiko and Yoshiko visited Minnesota and asked people there about
the national -sports of the USA. About half of them answered that baschall is
the national sport,and the rest answered football or basketball.

When the three Japanese children visited a small sports shop and asked two
clerks about the national sport of the USA, they began a heated argument as

follows:

Joz!” What's the national sport of our country? Off course, football!

fob” No.  Baseball {s the national sport of our country,

Jog” Absolutely not. Football is the national sport. The football stadium
is always full of speetators, which just goes to prove it.

Fob; World Series baseball is always full of spectators.

Joe” World Series? Only seven games at most. The tickets for football
games are always sold out. 1t is very difficult to get tickets.

Fob” Think of the number of games. Each football team plays only 17 games,

but cach baseball team plays 162 games in a season.
R O e ARt = o

R

L
Joe! You know. The Me

trodome has 63,000 seats during football pames, but
only 53,000 seats during baseball games. And the parking fee for foot-
ball games is higher than for baseball games. Did you know that?

fab” Such talk is completely out of the question. Do you know how many
baseball fields there are? About 1, 750 fields in this metropoelitan
area.

Jo¢)” How about football fields?

Fob. There are only 500 fields. Let's compare the number of leagues. This
area has about 100 baseball leagues, and 800 bascball teams for children
On the other hand, there are only 20 football ]eagues.

Jiog, That's why people have to prepare many kinds of kits to play football.
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And the strategy of football is more advanced than baseball.
fab” That means everyone cannot play football. Such a sport can t be called

a national sport. Baseball is much more popular than football,

This argument lasted for a long time, and the three became lost for words.
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SECTION IV
¥ The trip in the USA to watch bascball games(in North Carolina)s%

Junichi, Kazuhiko and Yoshiko discussed the national sports of the USA.

Juaichi: Whatever you may say, | think baseball is the palional sport of the
USA. | interviewed a lot of people, and most of them answered that
baseball is the national sport.

Kazulhiko! 1 know. But it seems that the American idea of national sports
is different from the Japanese view,

Foshifo! That's right. In Japan, the national sport means that the sport
represents the tradition and history of the nation. But in the
US4 it means the sport which is the most popular sport, or the
sport which a lot of people enjoy playing and watching.

Jufichi’ Anyway we came all this way to the USA . Let's go to watch a
baseball game.

Aazufifo” Yes, let's. It may be difficult to get the tickets for the major
leaguc, but a double A league team called Kinston Indians is near
Greenville, and there is a game tomorrow. Shall we go?

Fosfirfe: That's a good idea. Let's gol

The next day the three Japanese children went to Grainger Stadium, the home
ground of Kinston Indians. The admission fee is 4 dollars. The stadium has
only one entrance. The Lhree imagined a very small stadium in a rural distriet,
but they were very surprised at the atmosphere when they entered the stadium.
The spectators were very enthusiastie,

Although it was Monday, there were more than 600 spectators and they really
enjoyed the game. The stadium has a sealing capacity of aboul 2,000,and all the
scats are solid and wide. The Indians used the dugout on the third base side,
s0 most of the spectators sat in the third base side scats and cheered the
Indiamns. According to information on the ticket, this game was supposed to
begin at 7:00 pm, but there was a doubleheader game and each game had 7 innings.
The first game began at 6:00 pm. There was a box seat [or the announcer behind
the back net. The spectators could hear music at each interval of pitching
during the [ndians’ batting side, and they clapped hands to the music to cheer
the Indians. And there were also various atractions during the change of the
batting and fielding sides, and the spectators enjoved them very much. For
example the children suddenly stood up and began to ¢ry in loud voiees. The
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child who eried in the loudest voliece could win a pizza. The three Japanese
children were surprised at the shouts of all the c¢hildren, heard all over the
stadium. During the change of the batting and fielding sides, boys began Lo
change their clothes to baseball unuforms. |[If they were able (o change their
clothes in the time limit, they could win hamburgers. The spectators warmly

cheered them during this atraction.

games don’ t cheer and show
enjoyment like the American spectators do,and there arc no attractions during
the game. The farm teams' game are only very minor, but in the USA, the spectator
of minor leagues’ eagerly cheer their favorite team and enjoy the games. In
return, the teams give fans some cxciting action. This is the big difference

between Japan and the USA.

Jugichr: Amazing! This is a game of double A league,but the speetators are
very enthusiastic.

Fazuhifo: | agree. This would be incredible in Japan, but as we expected the
IS4 iz the home of baseball.

Foshifo: Hey! This is a valuable opportunity, so why don t we interview some

spectators?

Juniehi talked to an old man sitting next to him.




Jugichir Excuse me. What' s the national sport of the USA7

4n ofd gan’ 0 course, baseball,

Junichil Why do you think so?

An eld ®37” Because everyone can play it.

Kazwhibo,  Some Amercans say that football is the national sport.

An ofd #ank’ Football? Too much equipment to play it. [f there is a field
there is no pfuhlem to play baseball.

Juarch? How many times do you come here in a year?

An ofd ®an’ About 25 times. | have an annual reserve seat.

Juarehi: By the way, what' s the national sport of Japan? Do you know?

Ao ofs man’ Yes, ] do. The wrestling big men do it. What do you eall it?

Foshito: Yumo,

An ofd ®an’ Yes, | remember.

Kazuhido! The most famous baseball player in Japan is Sadaharu 0h. Do you
know him?

An ofd man’ Sorry, | don" t know him.

At this time the stadium announcer began an anhouncement.

An ofd man’ Listen! This announcement is introducing you.
The three; Really?

The announcement was as follows:

We have some special guests today. Three Japanese children came here ¢
all the way from Japan. They would like to ask you some guestions about

basebhall in America. When they ask you,please answer the questions with

e e e o o e e F F ™

gpleasure.
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The three children were given a big hand immediately. They stood up and
waved their hands in response to the hearty welcome,

Foshsbo: | am very excited. All the spectators are giving us a big
welcome.

Kazuhifo! 1t"s very surprising to be specially introduced by an announce-
ment.

Jugichis | have to interview them with an air of eagerness. Hey! The
people over there are calling us.

Yozhifo! The people over here are calling, too. We are busy now.

fazuhikor This is really America!l

The three became very busy, but they were very happy

¥¢The trip in the USA to watech baseball games(in Minnesota)iy

The next place the three Japanese children visited was Minneapolis in Min-
nesata. Baseball is very popular there, and the Metrodome which is the honme
ground of Minnesota Twins is located in this c¢ity. The Metrodome is the model
for the Tokyo Dome,

#Taking part in the softball gamed

Mr.Paul V. Sherburne guided the three in Minneapols. He is the executive
director of Japan America Society of Minnesola. As soon as Mr. Sherburne shook
hands with them, he asked them,

¥r. Shoerburne! Do you like playing softball?
Jugichi: Yes, | do. I often play it.
dr. Sherburne: 1 play softball with my friends every Sunday. Will you join

us?

The next day Junichi and Kazuhiko went to play softball,worrying about how
well the other members could play. Mr. Sherburne took them to a field which is
used for both baseball and football, The two Japanesc expected that all the
members would come in their great uniforms. But the members who trickled into
the [ield didn't wear uniforms. They were only wearing T shirts and short pants.
The ages of the members were from 16 to 50, and only 11 people, including Junichi
and Kazuhiuko, took part in the game. They began the game with special local
rules. Batted balls which went to the right side of second base were foul balls.
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some of the batting team s members played cateher, first and second baseman.

Jusichi: These rules arc very interesting, aren’ i they?
Kazehiba! Let' s play, anvway. All we have to do is to play baseball, so |
don’ t have to speak English.

But the two Japanese children had to change their opinions, as soon as the
game started. They played very hard. Some of them did head sliding, and some
did fine plays. [t became an enjoyable game. Juniehi and Kazuhiko found out
how mueh they enjoy playing softball and how much they love softball.

Jugiehis The Americans are really cheerful.

fazahika” They heartily enjoy playing softball. There were no troubles.
Enjoying softball is the most important thing for them. No matter
what the rules are,

Junichis Whenever we play softball in Japan, someone umpires. Keeping Lhe
rules is very important, and sometimes we have troubles.

and Kazuhiko had a very good time because Mr. Sherburne and his friends ireated
them as il they had been members of this team for a long time.

Amazing number of spnris facilities

The metropolitan area around Minneapolis has a great many sports facil-

ties as following:

Baseball fields 1. 750
BaskKetball courts 200
Football fields 50
l ce hocKey rinks 20

Citizens of this area can usc these facilities freely.
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& At the Metrodomed

The next day, the three Japanese children, Junichi, Kazuhiko and Yoshiko were
taken to the Metrodome by Mr.Sherburne. In the morning they joined the tour to
observe the facilities of the Mctrodome, and in the evening they watched the game
between the Minnesota Twins and the Boston Ked Sox. During the game they had
many chances to interview spectators.

After the game:

Jupschf, How wonderful! The atmosphere of the major league was great.

Fazuhiko! Yes. But we could see some vacant seats. Almost all of the
spectators came by car.

Fosfifa: More than 90% of the spectators came by car. This is very differ-
ent from Japan.

Juaicht! There are many parking areas in the vieinity,with a capacity of
about 15,000 cars. |f three people come in one car,almost 50,000
specliators are able to use these parking areas.

fazuhiko: The admission fee for the infield reserved scats is 11 dollars.
This is about half of the fee in Japan.

Foshifoe! But we couldn’t find any differences about the shops and the ser-
vices for fans. This i3 natural because Japan has imitated the
D54,

Jugrchis Didn't you notiee? There is a big difference aboutl the serviee
for fans. The spectators can even get foul balls here, but the
spectator in Japan cannot get foul balls. They can only get home-
run balls,

Kazuhrko! That's why all the children have gloves with them.

Foshiko! 1 was very surprised at the parade of the boys  baseball teams
‘around here. | was amazed by the number of the teanms.

Jugrekr! 1've heard that there are about 100 baseball leagues for children.
5o there are about 800 teams.

Kazuhike! The spectators are also given something to enjoy in addition to
the game itself, such as the attraction at the Grainger stadium.

Foshibo: 1 asked some spectators about national sports. Almost all of them
said that baseball is the national sport of the USA. I could have
predicted this answer even before 1 asked them,

Jupichy. 1T we asked spectators of football, almost all of them would say
that football is the national sport. But [ have noticed,during my

stay in the USA, how much people love baseball.

Kazulkiko. 1 am not convinced that bascball is the only national sport of
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the USA, but I can say that baseball is the most popular sport aof
the USA.

Yoshifol? | strongly felt that the American way of the thinking about sports
is different from the Japanese view. People in the USA play and
watch sports to enjoy and complete their lives. There are also
attractions during the games, and people in the USA enjoy games as
individuals. 0On the other hand, the spectators in Japan obey the
leaders and don't enjoy it as individuals.

Juprchr, That's right. People in Japan play sports to train themselves, not
only for pure enjoymenrt. In regards to S¢#2 many people cheer
the wrestler who has made a great effort, and they supported sSuo#n
wrestlers income.

fazuhiko! People say that the national sport of Japan is sv@o but few paole
actually take part in s&# Most people enjoy watehing sports
Without actually playing them.

Japtch s Hey! 1've found the common point between baseball and s

Yoshikp! What is that?

Jaffchi; 1t is a very rigorous process to become one of the famous ath-
letes, Many boys enter the stables of su#0 every year, but a small
number of them can be promoted to sefrforf. And only one in
hundreds of s¢#0 wrestlers can become ozed/ or yokozund, Even if
a champion of amateur S¢&2 becomes a professtional wrestler, it is
very hard for him to be promoted to Jjurre.

Kazuhiko! Major league players have a rigorous process just as SU&9
wrestlers do. Few rookies from high school are able to play in
the major league. HNo matter how well a rookie plays, he has to
play in the double A4 or triple 4 league,

Foshife: 1 didn't understand very well what you just said,but [ understood
that the representative sports of Japan and the USA have something
in ¢ommon.

Juarehi? Do you remember that all the people stood up and sang the national
anthem of the USA gazing at the Stars and Stripes before the
games?

fazuhikol We did, too, when we went to watch double A league.

Yoshite: How about in Japan?

The survey of the three Japanese children finished with this watching this
major league baseball game. What do you think or how do you feel, after reading
this article? Were you surprised at what the three said? Did you sympathize
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With their expericnce?

Sports don't have a border,but the ways of thinking about sports are
different in each country, just as the history and traditions are different.

Let' s talk about this point with your friends in the classroom
You will Eurﬁly be able to notice what you haven' t known before about
| your country s culture. And through the exiperience you will be able to
understand the ways of thinking of other countries’ people.
The most important thing in order to understand each other,is to under-

stand your own country first.
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