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Let’s Compare/ American Students’ Lives
and Japanese Students’ Lives

Makoto TOMIMURA
Hidenori SHONO
Goro TAJIRI

1. To develop the teaching materials

In order to foster students’ understanding of the lives of both Ameri-
can and Japanese students, our team developed teaching materials that
introduce students’ lives from morning till night on the slides. There
are three kinds of places where students lead their lives: home, school,
and the society. We highlighted their home and school lives because we
thought that they are the ones elementary school students are familiar
with.

Having thought of the subtitle of our research "Relation between the
local nmatural environments and the lives, ™ we chose the following two
schools as the objects of our case studies.

Wintergreen Elementary School (Greenville Pitt County N.C. USA)

Nonami Elementary School (Shimane-cho Yatsuka-gun Shimane Pref. Japan)

Both schools are loecated in the areas that have something in common,
that is, they have industries utilizing the natural environments (agri-

culture in Greenville and fishery in Nonami).

2. How to use the materials
We made three kinds of teaching materials: (1) "Life in Wintergreen
Elementary Sehool”™ (2) Life in Nonami Elementary School”™ (3)"Let's

Compare! American Students’ Lives and Japanese Students' Livesg, ™
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The details of them are as follows.
(1)"Life in Wintergreen Elementary School”

We made this material in the form of slides and a sceript. Some second
grade students are introducing their school lives in it. We hope it can
be used to illustrate these two points:

a) To let the students know the differences between American and Japan-
ese students in how to comute to school, what and how they learn at
school, lunech, eleaning, etec.. {particularly 1st ~ 3rd grade)

b} To let the students think about the good aspects of the both life

styles and their common elements. (particularly 4th ~ 6th grade)

(2)"Life in Nonami Elementary School”

We also made this material in the form of slides and a script. A
first gprade student is introdoeing his life at home and at school. We
made this material in exchange for the same style of teaching material
from Wintergreen Elementary School. This can be uwtilized in social

studies classes for 3rd graders in the section "Our lLoeal Industry.’

(3)"Let's Compare! American Students” Lives and Japanese Students’
Lives”™

This worksheet is made, pieking up "studying™ "eclass rules” “eleaning”
"luneh™ from (1) and (2) in order to foster students’ positive attitude
toward the good aspects in both American and Japanese lifestyles.

We think that our students will first notice the differences. They
may become jealous about the ecafeteria lunch where students can choose
what they want to eat and the fact that they don't have to clean the
school buildings. We elaborated to make gquestions and supplementary
materials to have our students’ eyes on the good points of ocur lives.
We will be very glad if students recognize the good aspects in both

countries with this material.
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We would like you to discuss the sample of teaching plan about "lunch”

made by one of our team members Hidenori Shono.

Greenvil le
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3. Samples of our teaching materials

{1)"Life in Wintergreen Elementary School”™ {(using 11 slides out of 25}

The pietures below are the copies of the slides. If you want the

other pietures or you want to use the color slides, please let us

Know.
1. Hello, my Japanese friends. | " m a second grade
student at Wintergreen Elementary School. [ like

reading books., [f you want to read a book, you
just finmd the card with the title on it. Can you
see the card in my left hand? [ want to read this

hook soon. Now let me introduce our school life.

2. This is my eclass.

There are twenty-

five students in my class. We are now
studying math. [t s diflicult.

3. But look. lThere are three teachers in
our elass. When we don't understand, the

teachers come and listen to us and teach

us.

We are learning how to count and write

o -

from 1 to 100, The tecacher has asked 3
question. ¥e raise our hand if we know

the answer.
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5., There is a place for books in our room.
We can read them in the noon recess. [t

is fun. Oh, and...

f. It s also fun to play in the yard.

These are monkey bars and that is a

SWIing.

7. How it’ s lunch time. We sat at the
cafeteria. [ brought my lunch from home
today. Oh, [ ecan L wail.

8. You might not want to bring your luneh. That's
K. You have many choices here. She is buying
an apple, milk, and brioche. What? 0Oh, yes.

We get the food with a meal card or cash.

9. You see, these
school buses drive
us home. They pick

us up in the mor-

ning. Time to go!




10. In the halls, classrooms, and the
cafeteria, we see the janitors. They
¢clean the rooms after we leave school.

We elean our homes but we don' t clean our

school.

P 11. Goodbye, School. See you again
tomorrow. [ also have to say goodbye to
yolu. Cateh you later. S0 long!

¥

{(2)"Life in Hunaml_ﬁlﬁmentary School”™ (using 17 slides out of 34)

The pictures below are the copies of the slides. If you want the

other pietures or you want to use the color slides, please let us

know.

1. Good morning. 1'm a first grade stud-
ent at Nonami Elementary School. I'm
going Lo introduce a typical day i1n my
life. My mother and grandparents get up
very carly and get my breakfast ready.

| ate toast keceping an eye on the time.

. All of uwus walk to school and it takes
me about 40 minutes. I leave for school
walking down the slope, lhere are some

steep slopes but it's QK.




3. This picture shows how we study. This
is a math class. We are learning how to
count by putting marbles in the amount
that the teacher said. We raise our hand
when we know the answer, [t's a little
embarrassing to speak in front of the

other students but it's a lot of fun.

4. ¥e are showing our math drill book to

the teacher. We are waiting in a row. [
get nervous when | show it but | Teel so
glad when [ get a full score.

5, After the second period, we have a long
break. I'm trying to ride the swing with
my friend. It swings baek and forth a

lot and it's fun.

B, What | want to try the most is a uni-
cycle. Many upper graders are good at
riding it and | want them to teach me haw

to ride it.

7. We serve the school luneh to ourselves.
e eat in the lunchroom. Today' s fish
were caught in the sea nearby. Yummy !

[t's delicious.
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8. 1 like cold milk very much. We all

drank it up. Of eourse we clear the

table after we drink milk.

. We clean our classroom after lunch. |
clean my homeroom. | must carry the
desks today. Some sweep the floor, and

others wipe the desks and so on.

10, We are having a vaccination against

Japanese encephalitis. None of us like
that because it hurts. Most students put
up with it, so [ didn't cry, ecither.

11. Now let me show you around my house.
This is my father' s ship. The man you
see at the window is my father. lle
allowed me to get on the ship that day,

It's very big and high, you know,

12. My father catches squid with the ship.
He leaves in the evening and comes back
in the morning. Nle works at night. ["m
seeing him off with my grandfather. [
didn t worry at all that day because it

was nice out, but on rainy and windy days

[ worry about my father.
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13. | have plenty of time on Sundays. Kids
Ect together in a small park in the wil-
lage. [ ' m showing some small kids how to

play soccer.

14. | have a little homework every day. [
read a book and practice writing kanji,
that is, Chinese eharacters for Japanese
language homework. We do the drills for

math homework. 1 try to do them before

[ get slecpy.

15, We have dinner together without my
father hecause he is on the ship. The
grilled fish was caught by the people

in our town. It's very good.

16. After watching TV | take a bath and geot
ready Lo sleep. ] took a bath alone, but

sometimes | bathe with my grandparents ar

my brother.

17T. One of the pleasures of the summer
nights is fireworks. Sometimes | enjoy
lighting off big fireworks in the park.
That s all about my typical day.

Good night!



(3)"Let's Compare! American Students Lives and Japanese Students’

Lives. ™

1) Worksheet

Let's Compare! American Students’ Lives and Japanese Students’ Lives

Studying

What have you noticed?

What scheool rules 1. Treat other s{udents
do they have? with respects.
2. Listen to the teacher
careful ly.
3. Be polite.
4. Raise your hand before

you speak.

Class Rules
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lLet s Compare! American Students Lives and Japanese Students’ Lives

Lunch

What do you like What do you like

about Japanese luneh? about American lunch?

PITT COUNTY CAFETERIA =~

A LA CARTE
e SALE PRICES
. . Bl vy :
What is the menu of this week? Breaiinsi Meatiiom ) Gy oo S
Bunitam 1 g Maczaroni & Cheess & oug gy
Oowiled Ege _ whola  3s: Ales wiGwy Wopup 3
:!ﬂ“ ltem T ar. serving 1 B¢ Rall &1 Bim 1
izzn . 1 =& Seuld ra R
Salad wibanl, Crachers, v MR Sy St R
& Bevarage $1.85 BEVERAGES
Sanawich 1 @g DispeoserDrink 1 gty 3
Svopw!Crackars lacuo A0 FrutDrnk ______ fom 35
lce — cup 1
YEGETABLES Milk ____Wopimt W
P'..'..-_n.:l E-_' . 1 as5e Drangs Julce doz. AF
Bgkad B . EXTHA CHOICES
o hg... 1 B Caico & Heatess Snacks_ 500
sup A CinnamonBun _____ xF
Lo vmale 2% Cooklas ST PR
ok <tup I5 Desighn VTR e L gl
ialad cup B Eagle Snacks . 1oz 40°
TS Emw 5:;_::“! ez, g
AAes Fuile 1% oy 35¢ rocen Jusos Bar
w0 Fopuik L I'rlﬂ-lg n5¢ Frozen 'fml't R e 5'1:'
5 i . tup 2R lowCramm .- - 35:
o dulb =0 oo T e B
BREMNLS Peanuls ___._ % coup 300
Brexkian: Bread lvem __ 1 A P e B o St TR
Brupkfast Pasiry__ _ . _ 1 o Padldliney _ . " 25"
Srashars ___ q i Ealad Deesslng I phgs, 57

Lunch Menuo
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Let’ s Compare! Ame

Though Japanese
the school
why don’ t they

trash here? Is

rican Students’ Lives and

Cleaning

students eclean

buildings every day, elean the sehool buildings?
pick up the What do you think is the
n"t it strange? reason?

Let' s Compare

Why don't America

Japanese Students’ Lives

-'I"-\. ..é-\...".-f -:.
n students

"Yes, | do.”
"Yes, | do.”
Tamots

"Do you pick up

the trash in the school
Japanese students: boou
American students: 34 ou

Japanese elementary school

yard or an the hall?”
t of 100
t of 100

students

u Sengoku,

Kiichiro Mecshinaga

NHE Books
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US-JAPAN FUNDATION HIROSHIMA PROJECT
TEAN A
TEACHING MATERIALS

(1)
Subject English

Topic,/ Function Dress code and personal adornments

Language have to, want to
Activity Discussion, writing
Level Junior 2

Time ol minutes

Aids,/ Materials Video tape, handout

Class Team teaching, Solo Leaching

Procedure

Set the video of the interview with the students Laken at Wintergreen Element-
ary 5School,
Let our students watch the video and listen to the opinions of the students in
Greenville about personal adornments a few times, Our students are later re-
quired to fill in the blanks on a handout. The parentheses in the sentences
below show the blanks on the handout,
"Everybody (looks) the same. (You) have to be (different) not like anybody
else.”

Tell the students:

To express their opinions about school uniform and personal adornments orally
in their group,

To write a letter to a student in Greenville introducing the dress code and
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rules for personal adornments of their school in Japan, and also their opini-
ons about them,.
- Useful expressions (that are to be written on the handout);
"I {(don’t) like ~."
"I (don't) want to ~."
"We (don't) have to ~."

Comments
This topic might be able to discussed further in a junior 3 class using the
structures such as "1 (don’t) think ~ because ", "It's ~ Lo =", "Why not?".
[t's a very sensitive issue and sludents can easily jump to a conclusion of
abolition of school uniform or rules that prohibit to wear ornaments. We should
tell them that there are some countries or places where students wear school
uniform, and that actually Lhere are many students who don’t want to spend much

time for choosing clothes or spend money on brand products,

(2)
Subject English

Topic,” Function Giving directions

Language Imperalives

Activity Reading, listening, information gap in pairs
Level Junior 1 or 2

Time 50 mins

Aids,” Materials Map of downtown New York and map of Minneapolis, handout

Class Team teaching

Procedure
- Yocabulary practice (walk/block/go/straight/turn/right/left/corner/pass/cross/

bank/river etc.).

- Introduce the expressions on handout No.l.
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1. Walk two blocks. 2. Lo straight.

3. Turn right, 4., Turn right,

H. Pass the bank, 6. You can see it on your right,
T. You can see it on your left, 8. Cross Lhe river.

- Oral practice.

- Give students handout No.l and ask them to match the expressions with the pic-
fures,

- Give handout No,2 (Map of downtown New York and map of Minneapolis) and put
students in pairs,

- In pairs, one student looks at A part, the other at B part, Each student
reads his/her own part, finds the places on his/her own map and writes them in
the blanks., Each student has three more places to find.

Then in pairs Lhe sludent who has A part reads aloud to his/her partner, who
listens, finds the places on his/her map and writes them., After Lhat the stu-
dent with B part does the same,

- Check the answers with the whole class,

(3)
Subject English

Topic,” Function  Shopping

Language how much, numbers

Activity Listening, speaking, calculating
Level Junior 1

Time 50 mins

Aids,/ Materials circulars (ad papers), handout, calculator, pennies, nickels,
dimes, quarters, hand made bills

Class Team teaching

Assumption Numbers from 1 to 99 have been taught

Procedure

- Put students in groups of 3 or 4.
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Show the coins and bills and lend them Lo each group,

Give them a handout and cover the conversation on it.

Oral practice.

Put the groups in pairs and have them take a role of guests or clerks in the
pairs,

Give each group a circular and have the guest groups decide what to buy, The
nunber of the items that the guest group can buy should be limited to 3 or 4.
Then the guest groups go to their counterpart shop groups to buy things on the
circular according to the model conversation on the handout.

One of the clerks pretends to put the things into a plastic bag repeating what
the guests have ordered.

Another clerk calculates the sum and tells another member the figure,

He/She tells the figure to the guesis.

The guest only have bills and give one of them,

He/She zives change to the guesls,

(4)

Subject English

Topic,” Function Giving directions

Language where, prepositions that indicate location
Activity Reading, listening, speaking

Level Junior 1

Time 20 mins

Aids,/ Materials Map of Mall of America, handout

Assumption Phonics has been taught

There are some more teaching materials. If vou want to know them, please call

or send a fax to 0852-85-2314 (690-12 BB AR LRI B 2348 FE b ZE HR
&R
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Comparison of Junior High School Life between USA and Japan

Kazuhiko MATSUDA
Minoru TONOGALCHI
Mariko SHIRAISHI

1  What is the dilference belween American school lile and Japanese? Look al

next data and pictures, and think aboul the dilference.

(1) American School (2) Japancse School
(Farmville Middle School) (Ochiai Junior High School)
mum:mnmnm__ -&ﬂ[ Enter Building | M:EEH-
- _j]t..i-ljll;:h&l‘:iﬂ._” | _B:.[{E}.ﬁ_éﬁ_:_ﬁﬁ_"m _E_Frt;;zr.l H{-}.n.]um-[}m | B:30 ~ 8:40
Istf Lilerature §:50 ~10:00 s ];L Arts H:flﬁ. ~ J:Eﬂ-
20d Sociul Studies 10:00 ~10:50 | 2nd Social Studies  9:45 ~10:35
3rd Hath 10:50 ~11:40 | 3rd Euglish 10:45 ~11:35
or 10:50 ~12:00
dtﬁ Science 11:40 «1&[56" 41 Physical Education 11:45 ;[2:35
| or 12:00 ~12:50 | |
Lunch R 20 minutes Lunch 12:35 ﬁ_l:}:‘ﬁ
Eat lunch in Lhree shilts at al own class roow
| cafeteria from 10:50 to 12:50
5th English 12:50 ~ 1:40 | 5t Mathematics 1:25 ~ 2:15
lit}i:- Band -iﬂlll' ~ 2:al -EiL-h .Jﬂpﬂ.[t{‘rﬂt} Lm-tguuge 2:25 ~ 3:1.5
TThm't | | 2:30 ~ :i:E.[]“ | Eluu[.li_ng Time 3:20 ~ 3:3_5_
N _'[_Z.].car of the building Zj:Hﬁ ~ . HIIH{;:_'-i_Ilt:-umrm:ut 3:45 ~ fi:"[l]_l_
1 N jj:"m_ B -{féYuh huLiv;Lf] JEUU r:ﬁjgﬁ_

# Aller homebase, students scparale  #Students in a class always
and siudy subjecls of Lheir study the same subjects.

own choice * 5 days a week * 0 davs a week

Literalure Physical Education Japancse Class Japanese Lunch time
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2 Whalt is the difference bebween American schoaol events and Japancse?

(1) American School (2) Japanese School
(Farmville Middle School) (Sciwa Junior High School)
hunth school Evenls - Hnn[” Huhuél-Evuuts
4 Fep Rally o j.ﬂpuuing CcrEmuny.Entranﬂcuﬂﬂrﬂmnuy
| 10 EludEHL Government Electiaﬂ_ L Uutdoor Activity o
Harvesl Dance, Achievemenl Tesi Examinalion
Hal loween Coslume Conlesl Sludenl Council Asscmbly
11 [Thanksgiving Pugcanl. .-m_____-__E;thuu:[_kxtursicir N
Turkey Trol (Dance)
12 Play and Drama B - - f_éxamjnaLinn -
Christmas Carol(Winter Vacation) Swimming Practice (Summer Vauﬂtiunj
1] 8 [Pep Rally, All City's Athlctic Event
___2 Emé;lhuﬂrl-hﬁ;uE,HiHLury Fair _-.9 hlhlﬂlic Meeling .- o
ﬁ_ﬂaienue Fair - ld Une -day School Excﬁrsiun
Achievemenl Test Examinalion
___& Eﬁ;}}unmenlul Day  Buiz Bowl 11 EJliurul Festival
Trip Lo coasl, Career Day Sing in Chorus .
.5 Epﬂlling Bee N EETA Class Malch - i
Inlernalional Day Parents Association Heeling E
Examinalion (Winter VﬂuuLiuni
b Awards Day - E 1 Ekﬂuliéﬂ of the StudcﬁI.Euunuii E
Athletic Amards(Summer Vacation)
_ ?. B ;
& ) 3 Examin;iinn;ﬁrudUatiun Ceremony .
Closing Ceremony (Spring Vacalion)

Athletic Meetling

lal loween Conlest
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3 What is the diflerence belween American school rules and Japancse?
(1) American School (2) Japanese School

(i1l Counly School s Discipline policy) (Fujikawa Junior High School)

I Hubitual use ol prolanily, obscenc ilF Do ol use bad language.

[Hllgllﬂgﬂ, Oar Hﬂﬂtllfﬂﬂ,
¥Firsl Offensc:3-5 days administrative
delenlion. Parenil/guardian conflercnce.
¥Second Offense:3-5 days in-school
suspension. Parenl/guardian conlerence.
@ Leaving school grounds al any time during §

@ Do not leave during Lhe day

the school day withoul permission, wilhoul a teacher s

¥First Offense:d-5H days adminislralive permission

detention. Parent/guardian conflerence.

¥Sccond Of fense:3-5H days in-school
suspension. Parent/guardian conflerence.

@ Smoking in school building during regular § Do nol eat confeclioneries or
school hours and other indoor aclivilies. drink sodas ete. al school,
¥First Olfense:3-5 days 10 school

suspension. Parent/guardian conflcrence.
Confiscate cigaretlles.

W Possession, custody or use ol any @ Do not have dangerous Lhings

items, conmodities of producls Lhat or play dangerously.

are considered danyerous.
¥First Oflense: lmmediale notilicalion of
police. b-Y days out-ol-school suspension.

¥Second Of fense:School board aclion.

%iﬁﬂﬁﬁh Hhhﬁ

¢t shhirs ond -'hm pregerT

E Er e -u L

B Hawd in .1“ hemeweek 4

ﬂﬁsflnntll'l‘ﬁ o hime.

4 Be con tima.

5. Adhere 4o afl rubes o e
< Hudiak
I'-I-I"I.SI.‘.-'I:i_U-E;l'IEEE

' H‘F.l'llii Hﬂ.rﬂmﬂ

iE. Written ﬂsilﬂﬂmuﬂl.
DE'!'EI’I."I'I!J-FL

Grade s Rule

Schoolgirls Class's Eulr: Schoolboys
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4 Write down the difference and the common thing of cach school lile.

4 R
American Japanese

Dayly

Schedulo f

Event

Rule

5 Do you think why there are such dillerences?

........................................................................................
.............................................................



6 The next dala are what Lhey want Lo know aboul students of cach vlher’'s

country. Wrile to each other’s studenls about ihe answer which they want to

know,

(1) What do you wanl Lo know aboul Japanesc sludenls

What Lhey do in freetime

Fhere they go out to play

How they like Lhe school

How they dress, sports, food, music

Their life slyle home & school

How they [eel about rules

(2) What do you wani to know aboul American sludenls

Vhat subjecls do they siudy

Their life style school

Do they know Japanese and Japan

Fhat rules do they have?

Popular play

Life at home

What Club activities do tLhey play

Middle School  Grade Namc






