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1. Research Theme:

Understanding of the lives of elementary school students both in the US and

Japan: how Lthey live in harmony with the natural environment.
2. Supervisors:

Dr. John Swope, East Carolina University

Dr. Rebecca Brent, East Carolina Universily
3. Team Members:

Makoto Tomimura, Shinonome Elementary School Attached to the Department of
School Education of Hiroshima University
Hidenori Shono, Honkawa Elementary School

Goro Tajiri, Nonami Junior High School
Ad. Aim of the research
We would like to develop teaching materials introducing a typical day of an

American elementary school student, We think thal we can draw two major points

that could be taught and discussed in the classroom from the expected material:
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(1) Students can learn that they should develop their own personalities and

appreciate their friends’ personalities. The studenis can also learn how they

can cooperate with their classmates with different ideas,
(2) Students can learn that they can develop their personalities and find oul
their unknown abilities through after-school activities,

We also wanted to, and fortunately did establish the network to develop teach-
ing materials among ECU, Wintergreen Elementary 5School, and us. We would like
to keep in touch with them and exchange our thoughts and ideas with each other
so that the students in both countries will know each other further and better,

We hope that our teaching materials will be of help toward international un-

derstanding and cooperation,

h. Method:

We would like the teachers at Wintergreen Elementary School to make a sel of
slides to show how the classes go and what the students do at school and at
home,

In order to make it easier, we brought a set of slides that shows a typical
day of an elementary schouol student in a very rural area in Japan. We put em-
phasis on the lifestyles and customs in Japan, and on how the local people are
trying to live in harmony with the natural environment in the area.

We talked with Dr. Brent about how we should develop the teaching material
with the teachers at Wintergreeen Elementary School and asked them to make the
gimilar kind of material laying emphasis on how the students are getling along
with their friends with different ethnic backgrounds and how Lthey spend their
time after school.

We will develop materials about Wintergreen Elementary School to use with our

own students.

6. The Report on the Field Study



[Aug. 1]
10:30 Left for St. James Church (UMC) with Dr., Swope.
11:05 Attended the church service.

What impressed us the most is that the minister repeated the word 'prayer’,
In "Moments with the Children", some children had fun with the minister,

The minister called for a pepperoni pizza but the shop boy delivered a choco-
latechip pizza, The minister taught the children that they can talk with the
God through prayer and that this kind of mistake never occurs through prayer.

Three girls, who seemed to be middle school students, were responsible for
taking care of the candles, assisting the organist, leading the minister, and so

o,

12:05 The church service ended. Interviewed Minister Wells,

We learned that those girls who do the jobs mentioned above are called 'aco-
lytes'. There are 15 acolytes at the church and they take their roles at Sunday
services by rotation. Acolytes must be over 12 years old though some of the
other churches allow their acolytes to be over eight. They are chosen from
those who declared to keep faith in the religion,

There seem to be four ways in which children take part in the church activi-

ties as follows:

(1) 0 vyears old Begin to attend the Sunday services.

(2) 3 years old Join the chorale,

(3) 9 years old Stop joining "Moments with the Children”
(4) 12 years old Become acolytes

13:00 Left for Elm Street Park.
13:30 Self-introduction of Team A. Lunch,
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We talked to a couple with a 5-year-old daughter and a two-and-a-half-vear old
boy in the park. They said (l)preschool children sometimes come to a park with
their parent(s) on weekends; (2)elementary school children spend their summer

vacation in different wavs, such as going on a trip with their parent(s) in

other states, participating in a summer camp, staying home, attending a day care

center, etc, .

14:50 Left Elm Street Park. Visited the ECU campus and the Medical Center en

route,

The Medical Center is the only general hospital in the county that is fully
equipped with medical facilities, The parking lot was filled with cars though
it was Sunday. Later we found out patients only recelve visitors on Sundays.

We didn't see any children in the hospital because children under 12 yvears old
cannot enter the hospital without permission.

There is an apartment house nearby for those who need to care for their family
member in the hospital for a long term. There are some volunteer workers in the

apartament.

17:15 Arrived at Hilton Inn. Purchased items for the party on August 5 at

Walmart.

We saw many children with their families at Walmart. They were buying things
for school at the 'Back to School' sales counter, such as paper, pencils, cray-

ons, etc.. The school year in Pitt County would begin on August 18.

18:30 Left the hotel for Elm Street Park in Dr, Swope’'s car,

19:00 Attended *Sunday in the Park’ performance by the Supergrit Cowboy Band.

Many children began to dance to the band’s performance in a quite natural at-
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mosphere, We felt the nativnal character of free expression in public, which we
Japanese people tend to lack.

Dr. Swope's daughter Mary Kalherine said that she had just come back from a
summer camp aboul 40 miles away from Greenville, and Lhat she was going to at-

tend a day care center,

20:050 The concert ended and Dr. Swope drove us back Lo the hotel,

20:45 Arrived at Hilton lnn.

[Aug, 2]

9:00 Presentation of the research plan at Hilton [nn,

Dr, Spence and Dr. Brent gave us suggestions and comments on our presentation
that our expected teaching material should be relevant to the local social
studies curriculum and that the teaching material we brought was appropriate

enough Lo say we had made a good start,

11:20 Discussed Lhe specific plan of the interviews and how to develop the
teaching material with Dr. Brent.
13:30 Arrived at Wintergreen Elementary School .

Interviewed Ms, Beth Ward, the principal of Wintergreen,

Ms. Ward gave us a general explanation about Lhe school curriculum, particu-
larly social studies, based on the North Carolina State Course of Study,

The number of the students of Wintergreen Elementary School is 776. The white
studenls and black students are in the ratio 48:51. The other 1% consists of
other races., The school area is controlled and decided by the county board.

After that Ms, Ward showed us around the school building. We had a feeling

that the learning environment is enriched by many teaching materials and facili-
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ties =0 that the students can be fully involved in learning. Here are sone
sketches of the main facilities,
(1) Cafeteria

It's very large and the students come by rotation. There are three ways of
buying a meal ticket considering the income difference of their parent(s): full
pay, partial pay, and free,

The bus parking is just in front of the cafeteria and the children who are
going to have breakfast there can directly come in.
(2) Classrooms

They have enough space for about 25 studenls., The kindergarten classroom is
equipped with a sink and a toilet. This must be convenient for the kindergar-
teners.
(3) Media Center

It functions as a library. The students also use the computers in Lhe room to
make Lheir own materials, as well as Lhe reference information, They study in
this room twice a week (in one of them with their teacher and in the other with
the librarian),
(4) Gym

It was being used for a day care program. The gym and Lhe cafeteria are pari-
itioned by an electrically-powered screen and they can be used as a hall for a
PTA -meeting or some other assemblies. During the school year, the gym is used

for physical education classes,.

16:30 Attended the reception at Dean Coble’s home.

19:00 Dinner party at Hilton Inn,

[Aug. 3]

8:30 Checked the questions that were to be asked in Lthe interviews on the day

with Dr. Brent.

9:30 Arrived at Wintergreen Elementary School
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9:40 Showed the slides "A day in the life of an elementary school student in

Japan” to the students and their parents,

We had an interview with the parents while the students were writing their
comments in another room. In the interview, we discovered that American and
Japanese parenls share Lhe same goals for their children. That is, to be suc-
cessful, happy, hardworking, and kind to others.

With regard to the slides, they showed interest and surprise that the Japanese
students in the slides were practicing unicycle, swinming, and taking care of
animals and plants, which the elementary students in North Carcolina usually
don't do at school. They say children usually go to a swimming school instead,

For them Japanese elementary school seemed Lo be “"home away from home.”

10:40 Interviewed the sludents.

They expressed their feelings and ideas clearly one by one, Lhough Lhey were a
little nervous. They talked about a school day; the time table, the subjects,
lunch, and so forth,

(1) Lunch

Some bring their lunch from home, which is usually sandwiches, and others eat
at the cafeteria. There is one main thing in the wenu every day. FPizza was the
most popular among them,

They said they did not like Lthe Japanese school lunch system because the stud-
ents take roles of serving lunch to their friends in rotation, eat in their
classsroom, have no choice in the menu though it varies day by day, and so on,
(2) Breaks

The breaks are much shorter than those in Japanese schools, but they sonetimes
play in the yard in the breaks. Kickball seems to be popular.

(3) Homework

All of them said they don't have much homework except Lindsey, who is a junior
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in high school., OShe said the teachers grade it and it increases as Lhey go on
to higher grades, 5She has lots of homework even on weekends.

For elementary school students, however, it's usually not more than an hour
and they don’'t have homework on weekends,
(4) Sharing Lhe house chores

They vacuum, do the dishes, sel and clear tables, clean their rooms, make
their beds, etec.. If Lhey don’l do Lheir chores, Lheir parents vell at Lhew un-
til they do them, or don’'t let them do something else that they want to do until
they finish their chores. This might be more strict than Japan.
(5) Dress code and personal adornmenls

A1l of them reacted negatively to the fact thal Japanese studenls can'l wear
rings, earrings, pins, and so forth to school, They don't want to wear a school
uniformn as Japanese students do,

The reason was "Everybody would look the same. You'd have to be different not
like anybody else,”
(6) School regulations

There are strict rules and regulations at Wintergreen Elementary 5School and in
other schools as well, The regulations are written in the student’s handbook.
It's written in much more detail Lhan Japanese school regulations, The students
said they keep them, though they don't like them so much,

There are students who break the rules, of course it's the same as Japan,
There seem Lo be several kinds of punishments,

a) School suspension

The length of time is decided according to what they have done.

b) Restriction and prohibition of buying snacks at school

¢) March down the hallway

d) Detention

e) Cutting grass in the school yard

f) Prohibition of conversation

They must put their head down sitting al their desks and can't talk to their
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friends,

g) Helping the janitor clean the campus,

(7) What they want to show to Japanese students about their life

First all of then were surprised Lo know thal the students in the slides walk
Lo school and it takes some of thenm about 40 minutes, Therefore they said they
wanted to show the school buses,

They also wanted to show what they do outside school, how they spend the week-
ends, school sports and dancers, and so on, Thal would cerlainly interest Jap-
anese sludents,

(8) Cleaning

They don’t clean the school building as Japanese students do and they don’t

even want to. They said they might leave the mess as it is even if Lhey see it.

We have to deal with it carefully when we tell this to Japanese students.
11:35 Interviewed educational leaders,

Mr. Don Jones (PTA President)

He was asked to take on Lhe position by the [ormer president and the term of
service is one year,

His job is:
(1) To nake woney for the school selling original T-shirts, mugs and so on, He
also plans and manages some evenis such as collecling empty cans for fund rais-
ing. They bought computers with the money.
(2} To do various kinds of paper work to ensure that Lhe fund raiser goes well.

(3) To do motivational activities to try to get parents invelved in the school.

Mr. Rick Fisher (Deputy Sheriff)
He is in charge of the DARE program, which stands for Drug Abuse Resistance
Education. He primarily teaches 5th graders once a week. It's a 17 week curri-

culum, He works on giving students skills to be able to resist the pressures to



take drugs. He works on it by building self-esteem and teaching techniques of
saying "No" (assertiveness and confidence),

Studenls are required to complete the workbook and write an essay before they
can graduate, Once they have done that, they gel a certificate and a T-shirt
which they are very proud of. It alse contributes to fund raising.

The DARE program is taught nalionwide and it's the world's largest druz educa-

tion program.

Ms. Sarah Ellington (Academically Gifted Teacher)

Academically gifted children (I0: over 120, California Achievement Test: ogver
110, Score: over 8 in 10) come Lo her classroom which is about eight miles from
Wintergreen Elementary School to take special education, There are six A.G.
teachers this year. The students come one full day a week. They learn the four
disciplines: communications, social studies, math, and science.

There are at most fifleen students per teacher and this vear only eight to ten
students per teacher,.

The goal of the program is to make the boys and girls independent learners.
They regard problem solving as important and they have problem solving activi-
ties in all those subjects, They try Lo let the students say how they reached
the answer.

The teachers write reports about the children instead of grading them. The
students get off the bus and run to the teachers because they have so much fun

in the classes,

Ms, Kathy Taft (School Board Member)

The county board of education consists of ten men and two women, Ten of them
are white people and two of them are black people, They are elected by vote and
their tenure of office is six years.

They hold two meetings every month to set policy. The state board of educa-

tion provides the course of study and the county board sets policy according to
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it. For instance, they set attendance policy, personnel policy, financial poli-

cy, travel policy, and so forth.

14:20 Interviewed the school counselor, Ms. Ann Johnson

School counselors at elementary school level are fairly new. They do a lot of
identification of special needs in children., They work very closely coordinat-
ing with parents and teachers, parents and children, parents and outside agenci-
es,

Each school has a counselor and the functions vary according to the school
level, In high schools the counselors have much responsibilities., They help
the students plan what they are going to be doing after high school.

A lot of programs at any school are a reflection of the philosophy of the
principal, Ms. Johnson takes care of all the 3rd, 4th, and 5th grades and an-
other counselor does kindergarten, first, and second grades, They go to each
classroom on a regular basis.

Ms, Johnson teaches guidance lessons on Lopics that she feels are development-
ally appropriate for the children. She works very closely with the classroom
teachers in planning and in addressing special needs, Last year they had a 4th
grade girl who had a brain surgery, This upset many of her classmates and her

classroom teacher and Ms. Johnson talked about the illness to ease the students.

14:30 Interviewed four 2nd grade teachers,
Ms. Jane Kartwright
Ms. Patricla Parker
Ms. Sandra Harbey
Ms., Sue Worthington
There are seven teachers in the second grade, They have a 40-minute planning
time every day to discuss the leaching plans. They cover planning for all the

subjects in the forty minutes.
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After we asked several gqueslions aboul social studies, we showed the =lides
that we brought from Japan introducing a typical day of a first vear student of
an elementary school,

The Leachers said that they can use the material in the classroom in the fol-
lowing ways:

(1) Let the students find the similarilies and differences in Lheir life styles,
(2) Ask Lhe students how they would feel if they had to, for example, walk to
school and clean their rooms as Lhe Japanese boy,

They say the Japanese students are more independent and responsible because
they have to walk to school, clean their rooms, serve lunch on the plates, take
care of the younger students, elc,

After that we talked about how we should develop the teaching material to show
a day of an American elementary school student., The significance of Wintergreen
Elementary School is that there are a variely of studenls wilh various back-
grounds, and we asked the teachers to cover a class showing how they cope with

the diversity.

15:30 Interviewed special education and resource teachers.
Ms. Lashell Mooring-5adler (Educable Mentally landicapped Teacher)

She teaches Znd to 4th graders whose intelleciual level is between the lst and
2nd graders’ (IQ: 65-T0). Most of her students are idenlified in the firsl grade,
or Lhe repeaters in the kindergarten,

She is in charge of 'Self-contained classroomn’ and 'Resource elassroom’.,
Self-contained is a standard classroom set in the entire school day with the re-
ception of going to P.E.,, art, music, and those types of classes and it's all
day long. Students come to the Resource classroom for one to two hours a day,
In the other part of the day they are in the regular classroom. There are nine
Self-contained students and five to six Resource students.

At the very beginning of the school year she looks al the EMH students' IEP

(Individualized Education Plan) which tells what they have learned and what they
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are supposed to be learning for Lhe year to develop teaching plans, The stud-
ents are evaluated each year and they are reevaluated to see if they are still

qualified for her program every Lhree years.

Elizabeth Edwards (Developmental Kindergarten Teacher)

Her classroom is primarily made up of five and six-year-old children who are
mentally handicapped and regquire special education.

Eventually at certain times of the year they might go into regular classroom
for certain part of Lhe day, Afler the first year they might repeat kindergar-

ten by going into the regular kindergarten classroon,

Robin Loy (music Leacher)

She teaches all the students at Wintergreen, The teachers of music, PE, and
art are all involved in integrating the subjects that the regular classroom tea-
chers are working on,

Fﬂ; example, they had a second grade program this spring putting emphasis on
the continents, 1t was called "It's a Small World” and the students visited all
the continents learning songs of some countries on those continents. As the
representative of Japan, she taught 'Sakura' and a fandance,

She tries to make teaching plans a week in advance so that she can get her
materials together, She does i1l both at school and at home, Somelimes she

calls music teachers across the county to ask for resources,

Margo Arnold (Learning Disabled Resource Teacher)

When children come out of the classroom, they come to her for extra help in
nostly communication skills or math.

There seems to be one learning disability student out of ten. The research

shows that the EMH studenls benefit from being with the normal children.

[Aug. 4]
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9:00 Spent the morning with the host family

All the host parents seemed to teach Lheir children manners very well. They
never interrupted our conversalions with their parents., Some of them praved be-
fore meals,

We saw some middle school boys playing golf. The majority of the people play-
ing golf were white people, and the black children we saw were playing in front
of their houses. There seem Lo be undeniable differences between their life-
styles,

A boy from one of our host families practiced baseball in the morning and in
the afternoon, and he was enjoying playing golf between the baseball practices
on that day,

Children in Lhe United States tend to learn a greater variety of things than
those who are in Japan., Il seems that American parents try to give their child-

ren a lot more opportunities to find out their abilities and strenglhs,

13:30 Field trip to Flanagan farm

We made a field trip on the farm under Mr. Flanagan's guidance, who is the
owner of the farm,

His farm is nol typical for eastern North Carolina. They don't grow tobacco
but rather rent it out for a neighbor Lo grow. They instead are trying to make
their living grazing cows and growing hay with some cotton and soybeans. They
also do some custom work for others by planting hay, working cattle, fencing,
and cleaning with their bulldozer,

Corn has traditionally been the most planted erop, but as we could see from
the condition of the crop due to lack of rain, it is a Lreacherous crop to ralse
and they don't grow so much corn,

They mostly use high school boys to help them during the summer with the hay

harvesl and fence installations. The boys help some during calving in the win-
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ter.

We visited several sites, The details are as follous,
(1) Haymow

They are raising alphalpha hay and bermuda hay to sell on the horse market.
They keep the hay that are not good enough for sale to feed their horses, Al-
phalpha is higher in quality than bermuda and it sells more. This year, due to
Lhe drought, the haymow had not been filled with hay.

Bermuda is a good crop to keep the soil from erosion or being washed away or
blown away,

(2) Cotton field

The cotton is growing favorably this vear because ol the dry weather, I it

rains a lot, the leaves grow large to hide the cotton balls and the humid air

out of the soil rots them,

Cotlon was once 'King’ on Lhal farm and due Lo an insecl called the boleweevil,
they quit raising it for several years and were just beginning to grow it again
at that time since they have eradicated the weevil,

Cotton is a Lropical crop and seems to be living Lhrough the droughl better
than corn or tobacco,

(3) Tobacco field

In their area tobacco is Lhe most profitable crop Lo raise, but Lhere is a
quota on each farm and only that much can be grown.

The tobacco on that farm showed us the fact that farming is greatly influenced
by the weather, In fact, the tobacco leaves at the lower siems were dead be-
cause of the dry weather. It hadn't rained for aboul two months.

Mr. Flanagan also talked about the harmful bugs and actually his son Jerry
later showed us an egg of a bug on a soybean leaf. Mr. Flanagan said that he
can't manage farming without using chemicals. They use the chemicals within the
limited amount. They have some planes to scatter Lhe chemicals and Lo observe

how the product plants are growing.

They harvest tobacco with both machines and their hands. He said machines are
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very expensive and they can' t reap all the leaves.
(4) Tobacco dryer

They hang the tobacco leaves from the bars inserted in the box-shaped ware-
house, They dry the leaves with the heat using propane gas. The heat causes
chemical transformat in the leaves to extract good aroma.

(h) Sovybean field

Soybeans were introduced from Japan and they are regarded as a good product.
The profit is not so great, but it's one of the steadily-earning products,

They grow two crops in a year (one harvest season). They plant wheat in No-
vember and harvest it in June, Then they plant soybeans and harvest in Uctober
or November,

This year they hadn't had enough rain to make the crop grow tall, When the
days get shorler, the sovbean plant will start making seeds. He was afraid that
it won't be tall enough to have places to put the seeds,

{(6) Cattle ranch / Hog house

They raise hogs and cattle for meat, North Carolina is the 4th largest hog-
producing state. They keep the hogs in a house for cleanliness and to avoid di-
sease, The hog house is equipped with fans and curtains to control the temper-
ature, The waste of the pigs is put in the lagoon which is behind the hog house
and they pump it to irrigate out on the grass as a fertilizer.

The Flanagans are basing their hope for the future mostly on their cattle op-
eration. They keep mature animals and raise calves to about 500 to 600 pounds.
Recently they stopped feeding the calves to any heavier welghts and have started
selling them to feed lots to get the calves to slaughter weights.

The cattle are released on Lhe land which is not suited for profitable crops
and fed with gleanings and residues not good for feeding other animals. They
can eat rough grass because they have four stomaches while hogs, which have only
one stomach, should eat better feed.

The biggest problem is the risk they are taking; weather, animal disease, gov-

ernment controls, stock market, uncertainty of chemicals that are allowed to use,
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uncertainty of being penalized when they have done something wrong, etc..

16:30 Return to Greenville

17:00 Spent with homestay families

Two of Team A members went to see a ball game of the Minor League (Single A)
in Kinston, The first thing that impressed us was Lhal the people love national
anthem, while there is controversy aboul that in Japan,

Both children and adultls were cheering their favorite team until about ten
o'clock, People really know "how to enjoy things in public” and that seems to

be something we ought to learn.

[Aug. 5]

8:30 Arrived at the Hilton Inn
9:00 Report writing at ECU
12:00 Lunch

13:20 Report writing at ECU
16:30 Left for the Hilton Inn

We noticed that the roads were beaulifully cleaned up, Later we heard that

it's done by some volunteer groups,

16:40 Dropped in at Harris Teeter to buy some material for the party

There were fewer children there than we saw in Walmart on our first day in

Greenville., It seems that’'s because the store mainly sells groceries and it was

a weekday.

17:00 Made a preliminary cooking for vakitori at the Hilton Inn for the party
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18:45 Left the hotel for Dr. Hudgins' home

19:00 Friendship party at Dr, Hudgins'

"Ton ton sumo (Paper sumo wrestling),"” which we prepared, seemed to be fun for
Lthe professors, That would have been more enjoyable for children, When we want
to teach our studenls "lives in foreign countries,” we might have to make teach-

ing materials regarding introducing zames,

22:30 Arrived back at the hotel

[Aug. 6]

11:00 Left the Hilton Inn Greenville
13:10 Arrived at Raleigh Durham Airport
15:10 Left Raleigh Durham

16:10 Arrived in Washington, D.C,

17:00 Arrived at the ANA Hotel

[Aug, 9]

9:00 Left the Metrodome Hilton in Minneapolis

It's very cold in winter in Minneapolis and St.Paul, and it's not uncommon to
have 150 foot-thick-snow. The buildings across Lhe streets are connected on the
second floors by "the skyways" to avoid crossing the snow covered streets, The
expense for building the skyways is shared by both the building owners and the

state Eovernment.

The roads are very well developped, but the houses around the airport are not

soundproofed.
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10:00 Arrived at the Mall of America

Ms. Cynthia Rogers took care of us on that day. Ms. Rogers and a high school
student Noah Maurer went to Lhe Mall of America with us,

[t's a huge shopping mall with an amusement park inside. Since Minneapolis is
the hometown of Mr., Schultz, who is the father of Snoopy, in the center of the
mall is a giant vinyl resin Snoopy, in which children can romp about, There
were so many families with children in the mall. They say most of the people
who visit the Mall of America come from outside the Twin Cities. Two of the
reasons seemed Lo be that there aren’t any grocery stores, and that things are a
little expensive.

That day was its first anniversary and TV said that visiters had spent over 80
dollars per person in the last une year, and that the largest number of foreign

tour groups to visit Mall of America, which is about 350, were from Japan,

12:30 Left the Mall of America

13:00 Arrived at University of Minnesota

We visited the book center, cafeteria (had lunch there), and the department of
education., Then we drove down to the bank of the Mississippi to see a steam
boat and a flour mill,

The Mississippi runs fast through the university campus with plenty of water.
We could see that so many faclories were located along the river making use of

waterpower from the early stage of the American history.

14:20 Left University of Minnesota

15:10 Visited University of Minnesota Child Care Center

This child center is for children of University parenls., The program serves

165 full-time equivalent children in a building conceived as a children's neigh-
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borhood divided inlo five double-bungalows, with one serving 18 infanits (3-16
months of age), two serving 54 toddlers (16-33 months of age), Lwo serving 68
preschoolers (33 months to b years of age) and a flexible area programmed to
serve 12 to 15 more children of mixed ages in a drop-in program.

Each double-bungalow has its own head teacher office, a shared foyer and play
cube and separate living, dining, educare rooms and toilet facilities. The tod-
dler and preschool double-bungalows share a mud-room,

There are some posters and pictures of children or people from different eth-
nic backgrounds in each room. They are sluck on the walls to the level of Lhe
children's eyes, They naturally get the children used to seeing people with
different colors and different looks [rom theirs.

The details of each room are as follows,

(1) Bungalow A: Infant Lane

The infant double-bungalow serves nine infants at a 1:3 ratio on each side of
the bungalow (house), which is separated by a diaper change room, a mom’'s nurs-
ing room, and an infant kitchen,

(2) Bungalow B and C: Toddler bBoulevard

There are four bungalows (two double-bungalows) for toddlers and two of them
serve 12 each of the younger toddlers at a 1:4 ratio., When a toddler reaches
about 2 years, or has developed the toddler egocentric concepl of "mine” and
expresses it verbally, s/he is moved next door to the older toddler area which
serves 15 children at a 1:5 ratio.

(3) Bungalow D and E: Preschool Parkuway

There are also two double-bungalows for preschoolers and twe of them serve 16
each of the vounger preschoolers at a 1:8 ralio, When a preschooler grows to 38
months, or about 4 years, he or she is moved up to the "graduating class” of the
child care center and encounters a more challenging program, in preparation for
formal school, This group of 18 children has a 1:9 ratio.

(4) Bungalow F
No. 11: Flex Alley
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The flex-program serves 12 Lo 15 children of mixed ages in a drop-in day and
evening program with a 1:4 or 1:5 ratio depending on the ages of the children,
Maximum monthly attendance cannot exceed 45 hours in this room.

No. 12 and 13: Multi-purpose

The multi-purpose room is shared by all children in the center and serves as a
community meeting room, large-muscle activity area, teacher or parent training
room, and children's performance space.

No., 14: Kitchen Meuws

The complete commercial kitchen staffed by trained cooks provides nutritious
meals wWwith emphasis on fresh, whole and home-made meals for all age'grnups and
staff,

No. 15: Administrative Avenue

This area includes the director's office, educational specialist’s office,

conference room, reception area, parent’'s intake/account's office, the staff

lounge, and other support services for the operation of the center.

16:10 Left the Child Care Cenler

16:20 Arrived at Ms. Rogers's friend's house

We had some refreshments and took a rest there, The couple of the house are
Ms., Rogers's friends, and we knew that their son was an assistant English teach-
er (AET) at Izumo Hokuryo High School in Shimane prefecture three years ago. He
married a Japanese woman who was also a teacher at the high school and now they

live in Minneapolis. We had another opportunity to Lhink about "globalization,”
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Life of Junior High School Students in USA

Kazuhiko MATSUDA
Minoru TONOGAUCHI
Mariko SIHIRAISHI

T Research Activities
1 Supervisors

Dr. Don Spence  (ECID Dr. Greg lastings(ECU)
2 Members

Kazuhiko Matsuda, Minoru Tonosgmuchi, Mariko Shiraishi
3 Theme

Life of Tunior Wigh School Students in USA
(1) Tor investigale a Ltypical day.
(2) To investipgale vearly cvenls,

(3) To investigale school rules,
4  Aim of study

Many Japanese studentls learn in geopraphy ¢lass Lhal America is a big
country and is strongly developed in agricolture and technology, They also
learn in history that Christipher Columlnis sailed for America in 1492 and
that Admiral Perry came Lo Japan in 1853, In addition, they know from
economics class thal America is Japan & biggest trading partner and America
g a very big military power, This is why America is the closest ally 1o
Tapan in virtually all lields.

Many things aboul America are tavght at school. Information and knowledge
i [requenlly introduced through mass communication. Japanese stodents do
nol have many chances Lo see daily [ife in America or Lo sce school lTife at
Lhe elemeniary school and junior high school level. So they have many
questions in these areas. The undersianding of different cul lures hegins
with an interest in learning aboutl difflerent cultures. You must get
information and siudy Lhe literature of that cultore. It is ideal [or
students Lo learn aboul diflferent cul tures as early as possible Lo
understand them beller,

By doing this, Japanese students can see America s culture objectively and -

Loy realize the advantares and disadvanlages of Lhoir own col lure.
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Therelore, from Lthis study we will show Lhe diflferences belween school life
i junior high schools in Japan and America. We wanl all sludenls Lo Lhink
about desirable Lrails ol school lile in Lhe USA and Japan, We hope our
sludy will give them informalion for comparison when Lhey learn aboul the
lwo dillerenl cultures. We eslablished this study Lheme hoping Lthal sludents
will think aboul and notice the dilferences and similarities in school lile
belween the USA and Japan. We hope thal our lwo countries will have a belier
relationship in the [uture and Lhat a betler internalional understanding

will develop.

II. I tincrary
Sunday, August |1

10:30 Mcel Dr, Don Spence lor Lraveling Lo Church at the Hilton Inn
11:00 Visit to Marlboro Free Will Baplist Church for Church services
12:00 Return to the Hilton Inn Lo change

1:00 Picnic al Elm Street Park

2:30 Driving tour of the Universily

3:00 Return to the Hilton Lo resl

H:00 Pinner al Lthe Hil ton

G:00 Attend Sunday in Lhe Park performance by the Supergrit Cowboy Band.

Nonday, Augusl 2
9:00 Meel Lteam partner s Mrs. Beverly in Lhe hotel lobby

Presentalions of research plans by tcam members

11:00 Joint group meetings lo discuss individual Leam agendas

12:00 Lunch at the holel

llllll

Church Services
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L1:00 Visit to Farmville Middle School (Bricling & Tour)

4:00 Return Lo the Hilton Lo restl

4:15 Depart Lo receplion al Dean Coble s

G:30 KReturn to the Hiltion

T:00 Dinner at Lthe Hillon

Tuscday, August 3

Y:30 Car tour of Farmville by Mrs. Delane Leam parlner

10

12:

11

il

20
2l
a1}
:dl
:15

<3l

I, B. Suge Elemenlary School

Farmville Recrealional Center (¥e walched a phonics program in action with
Mrs. Mattic Snced and Mrs. Hinda Faison)

Chamber of Commerce-Anne MeGaughey-video of Farmville

Filty s Soda Shop

Bonnie s Cafe (Mr. Tommy Dickerson gave T-shirls)

Williams Joewelly Store (Mr. Johnnic Williams)

Belk Tyler Depariment Store (Bought jeans [or $29.99 less 20%)
Farmville Furniture Company

BB&T (Branch Bank and Trust Company-Mr.Bill Flowers)

Piggly Wiggly Grocery Slore

Farmville Middle School (Showed slides and video, asked questions)
Kest at Beverly's Home

o to pig-picking. Wenl by Pitt Communily College

Pig-picking at Wintergreen Elementary School (Greenville)

Study and research at Beverly s home (Homeslay)

Bedtime
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Vednesday, Aupust 4
8:00 Breakfast
8:30 Go to Farmville Middle School to get ready [or Middle Students
9:30 Meet with studenls (show video, answercd gueslions aboul Japanese schools

and American schools, wrole down similarities and dilferences between our
schools)

Calligraphy

I'rivate inlerviews with sludents (Omar, April, Jonny, Shaun, Brooks, Niki, Carin,
Jennifler, Tyler, Delane, Fuguay, Kaesbia phillips, Beverly Peaden, Mrs. Gay)

12:30 Lunch al Burger King
1:30 Go to Flanagan Field (Met Mr.Farrior, Greg, Mr, Flanagan, Nrs. Slaughter, Jerry
Flanagan, Roy Peaden)
breg is the pilot and carried Mariko and Kazuhiko up in the air Lo see
cotion and corn lields [rom sky
2:30 Mr.Flanagan and Jerry showed us the [ollowing:

Hay (Alfafa and Coastal Bermuda)

llorses

Field of Coastal Bermuda Grass

Colton

Snake (chiken spake-bile will nol hurt you)

Tobacco [ield

Curing lobacco Cheating Lhe lobacco so that it can be used [or cigareites)
Cows and hogs

4:20 Tobacco Warehouse (Saw large of tobacco ready [or sale)
4:30 Activities the [ollowing: Goll at the Farmville Golfl and Country Club

Fishing al pond

Study about Japan Corn [lields [rom sky Tobacco Warehouse
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7:30 p.m. Supper atl Pizza Hut
8:45 Stop al Suc’s home (Beverly s sisler) & Mr.Farrior’s home of 81 years old
3:45 Relurn lo our American lHome
¥e arc now members of Lhe Beverly and Roy PPeaden Family wilh Niki and Trey
10:30 Mrs. Beverly helped us write Lhe report
“The Peaden Family is the BEST in Farmville. People in Farmville are very

wonderful. We came Lo like America beller, and we appreciate them so much,”

Thursday, August 5

8:30 Say good-by Lo Lhe Deverlys, the host [amily,al Lhe hotlel
G:00 Report-writing ﬁL the University to 3:00

12:00 Lunch al Cafe near the Universily

6:00 Friendship Dinner al Dr L C, Hudgin's home

9:00 Beturn to the Hilton Inn

Monday, August 9 @ Ninncapolis

9:00 Car tour of Minncapolis by Leam parilner  Mrs, Kristin

9:30 Folwell Community Center. Meel with Mrs. Krislin s Family

10:00 Visit Lo Franklin Middle School (Bricling and Tour)

10:30 Minncapolis Downtown Arca: Downlown Open School & IDS / Norwest Building
11:30 Go Lo Mississippi River

12:30 Mall of America: Lunch and Shopping

4:00 Tour of the Fort Snelling

iy |

00 Minnchaha Falls

:30 Friendship Party at Dr. Rangen s home

=2

(0 Beturn to the hotel

fof

Friendship Dinner Mississippi River Hisloric Fort Snelling
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I Comparison between USA and Japan

1 Typical Daily Schedules

(1) American School (2) Japancse School
(Farmville Middle School) (Ochiai Junior Nigh School)

Enter Building  ~ 8:30 inter Building  ~ 8:30

____ﬁ;ﬁcﬁLaﬂ g:490 ~ #:50 . Shorl Homeroom g:30 ~ &:40

Is LiLuraiafu 8:00 ~10:00 | lsl-r{hc Aris 8:40 ~ §9:30

2nd Social Studies 10:00 ~10:50 | 2ud Social Studies  9:45 ~10:35

ard Math 10:50 ~11:40 drd English 10:4% ~11:35
or 10:50 ~12:00

e Science  11:40 ~12:50 | 4L Physical Educalion 11:45 ~12:35
or 12:00 ~12:50

| Lunch 20 minutes | |Lluach  12:35 ~ 1:25

Eal lunch in three shills al

caleleria [rom [0:50 Lo 1Z2:5M

Gl English 12:50 ~ 1:40 HLh Mathemalics 1:25 ~ 2:15
G Band 140 ~ 2:30 | 6UH Japancse Language  2:25 ~ 3:15
%IL Art E:Hﬂ N-S:EU Eleaninﬁ Timé" a:20 ~ 3:35

Clear ol Lhe building 3:35 ~ t Short Homeroom - H:d§.~ 4:00

(Club Aclivity) 4:00 ~ 5:30

* Al ter homebage, sludenls separale  *5Sludents in o class always
and study subjects of their sludy Lhe same subjects.
own choice

*5 days a week 0 days a week

Social Studies Lunch Return lome by schoolbus



2 Main Schouol Evenl s

(1) American School (2) Japanese School
(Farmville Middle School) {HLthd Junior H:gh bLhuuiJ
Mo Ly ﬂthn&].rvuuLH Hunll huhnnl Lvﬁnth
B 9 Pep Rdlly n R L Upcning Lﬂerun},EquduLE Le1emuﬁ;ﬂ
._{h htuéénl Governmenl Election __! | O Uutdoor ﬂLll%lLH
arvest Dance, Achievement Test | C Examinalion
Halloween Costume Conlest | HLudLuL Council \Hhﬂmh|}
11 Thunkugiviuﬁ_FUHEuni | _t-;;huul LhLU1J1un ___I
Turkey Trot {bDance!
lf_hlﬂy uﬂ&“ﬁFuﬁa K Exuminuliuﬁ___ N
Chrisimas {¢[H|KWIH[LI Yacalion) hW|mm|nL Praclice (Summer Vacation)
N d Pep Rally, AlL City s Athlotic Evend
| A Sweetheart ﬂdHLémﬁ]H[UIy Pu11_- B Alhletic Huctlug |
3 HLLEJlLé_lulL llr-ﬁilé-—da{ School Excursion
Achievemenl Test Examinal ion
4 Fu:;:n-l-mtnhll Day , Guiz Bowl l-i ;.?-1-111117';1_17{:5[11.'&11 B -
Trip to coast, Carcer Day Sing in Chorus
A Spelling Dee - N iE A Class Hutéh”_
Inlernalional Day Parents Associalion Meeling ;
Examinalion (Winter Vacalion)
3 Awﬁrdﬁ Day _ o | Elccii;h ul the Studenl Council
AMhletic Awards(Summer Vacalion)
_?.n_.__ o ~ ___E _
& a - I____ﬁ.ExuminaLjnn,hruduutiuu ﬁé}ﬂmdh;___i
! Closing Ceremony (Spring Fuuutinnﬁ

Hal Toween Conlest Quiz Bowl Marching Festival
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3 Schoovl Rules
(1) American School (2) Japunese School
(Pitt Counly School s Discipline policy) (Fujikawa Junior ligh School)
Il Habitual use of prolanily, obscene Il Do nol use bad language.
language, or gestures.
¥First Offense:3-5 days adminislralive
detenbtion. Parenl/guardian conlerence.
x¥Second Uffense:3-5 days in-school
suspension. Parent/guardian conlerence.
@ Leaving school grounds al any time during @ Do not leave during the day
Lhe school day wilhoul permission. wiLlhioul a Leacher s permission.
#First Offense:3-5 days administrative
detenlion Parent/guardian conlerence.
*¥Second Of[ensc:3-D days in-school
suspension. Parenl/guardian conference.
0 Swoking in school building during regular @ Do not eat confeclioneries or
school hours and other indoor aclivilies. drink sodas etc. atl school.
*First Offense:3-5 days in-school
suspension. Parent/guardian conference.
Conliscatle cigarelles.
i Possession, cuslody or use ol any W Do nol have dangerous Lhings or
items, commoditigs ol products Lhatl play dangerously.
are considered dangerous.
#Firsl Offense: Immediale nolification of
police. 5-9 days oul-ol-school suspension.

*¥Second Of [lense:School board action,

I: ! othes EI.I'I.'nI Hhar 'I_‘.r-_.i_a.tn'."-J
.E. -E-Té&m n:l-*'u‘:nll.'- 4o eless.
3. Hard™ m el honewerk 4
nﬂ;ﬂTﬂﬂﬁ'ﬁ- . '!..-1:!3:. :
4 Be” pn Fime.
& Adbere 4 oll rules 0 dhe
i HModbeok .
arn EE.q_l.-lE.I'tE-EE
|. Verbal warning .
2. Writen ﬂs&i:]nrntrr!.
3. Detention

Lot

e

Schoolgirls Grade s Rule
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[V EResults of study

In America each siate has a responsibility for education. 1t is decided
according Lo each state s constitution. School systems and curricula are some
what different depending on the state. It is difficult to comparc Japan s
nalional system of education with the American decentralized system.

American schools have various academic and disciplinary problems. But at
Greenville in Pitt county, where Easl Carolina University is located, the
education system iz good and it is a model. We chose Farmville Middle School
{about six hundred students) for our study. Farmville has a population of four
thousand, four hundred people and is localed wesl of Greenville. There are
sixth, seventh ﬁnd eighth graders in this school. Sixth graders arc divided
into seven groups and they consist ol three teams; bear, ecagle and dolphin,

There are seven groups in the seventh grade, consisting of two lcams,;
alligator and tiger. In the eighth grade there is one group named challenger.

(1) Daily school lifle

In America students get together in their classrooms during homeroom in Lhe
morning. (It is called “homebaser in Farmville) After that they move Lo their
scheduled class. They study academic subjects  in the morning and study non-
academic subjects in the afterncon, They have seven classes a day ([illy
minutes for each period). Thev go to school [ive davs in a weck., They have
thirty-five hours in a week and one hundred eighty class days in a year. Most
students go home by school bus aller school, except [or students told to stay
at school for individual guidance by Leachers. Club acliviles are not required
a8 school educatinal activities as Lhey are in Japan, Many activilies are done
through the community.

In Japan, one Saturday of the month has been a day off since last year.
There are five or =gix classes each day (fifty minutes for one period). There
arc six school days, with thirly classes in a week. There are two hundred and

forty school days in a vear.
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Students take classes with ihe same classmates all day and the homeroom
teacher is expecled Lo surpervise his pupils throughout the day.

The first difference between America and Japan is in the classes and the
day/class system. In Japan we have six classes each day., In America they have
seven classes each day. But, Japan s schools have classes for more days each
vear. American students have no time to rest between classes. They just move
from class to class. They eat lunch at the cafeteria for only twenty minutes
in three shifts for two hours. They do not have free time during their day.

Students and teachers scem to think that a busy school dav is inevitable
because of the yvearly class plan. But homebase classes are not as important in
America,

The second difference is that students do not clean their classrooms in
America. They pay lor someone to cleun their school. We hear the key of
keeping schools clean is not to let them get dirty., Individuality and variety
is the basic of education in Amcrica.

(n the other hand, some American teachers admire Japan for the uniform
system of learning thoughout all of the schools.

(2) Main school events

Both counlries have various kinds ol cvenls; however, there are some basic
differences in Lhese cvents. First is that there are generally no opening
ceremonies or entrance ceremonies in America. We wonder if this is why America
has various kinds of school systems? For example, in American schools most
kindergartens are included in Lhe elementlary school. Somelimes sixth grade is
included in elementary and sometimes in junior high school., There isn't a
consistlenlt model for prade levels wilhin cach school system. Japancsce lLeachers
imagine that education is still compulsory until the age of sixteen throughout
America and is predicaled on the individual school state system.

Americans teach their children Lo be independent from early childhood.
Parents teach them to be independent and hope that they will grow into

successful adults,
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This characteristic is a major difference belween America and Japan.

Sccond, public school in Japan do not have religious events., Although the
Harvest Festival and Christmas Carols are connected with religion and church.

The third difference is the entrance cxamination. Japanese junior high
school students have neither makeup exams nor failure, but Americans do. After
Japanese students graduwate from junior high school, they cannot go to high
school wilhout passing an entrance exam. American students can go to high
school when they reach the grade level. Teachers decide Lo pass students on
the basis of their academic performance, via a report card. They also consider
the student s activities and make recommendations. Japanese students have to
study Tor an entrance examn,

(3) School rules

There are three hig differences in the school rules between America and
Tapan, First, in America each public school does not normally make its own
school rules, but has Lthe same school rules [or the entire system. Student
handbooks are given to parents and students when students enter so they can
know the school s policies.

Second, penal regulations are written so that students know the penalties
[or breaking rules. All teachers at everv school in the county can follow Lhe
same guidance. The above two things show the differences in nalional character.
America is a country which is based on contracts. When a contract 1s broken,
thev know Lhe conscquences. Rules can be seen in the familv life and when
children do not listen Lo parenls, they are punished. America has a social
background based on rules,

The third difference is that America is an individualistic country and they
value individual rights. One person cannot violate another person s rights.
For example, violent behavior, weapons, Lobacco and alcuﬁul arc prohibited in
the schools, This rule is written in the student handbook because these types
of behavior are dangerous to society. It is laken [or granled that students

will not forget to carry class materials and to be on time for school.
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These rules are made as class rules.
Dress and hair style regulations are not as strict as they arc in Japan,
YV Conclusion

Japanese education has kept a certain level of education in their
institutions all over Japan which is not inferior to other countries, and has
puaranteed certain scholastic achicvements. But strain from uniform education
in Japan manifests itself in many ways. Our education sysilcem does not keep up
with our diversified society. There are many problems such as undisciplined
schools, low scholastic achivements, and an increase of students not coming to
school. We had hoped that America, which has (ried Lo solve various problems,
may have suggestions for solving our problems as well., Many silualions
concerning family, community and society have educational funclions within the
American school system. The American school system does not concern ilself
with teaching academics, group educalion, safety education, art appreciation
and manners to the extent that Japanese schools do. American teachers
impressed us being quite conlident. We went to America (o study with them,
thinking thal they set as their poal for cducation the teaching of academics
and that they have succceded in making their schools better.

Ve found that the society was gelling worse even though they have ideas to
saolve their problems if everybody makes a combined effort. Collapse within the
family is pelling worse and the divorce rale has risen to over [ilty percent.
There are many students who can L maintain a good standard of living, good
eating habits, wearing proper clothes, prooming, remembering to do homcwork or
punctoalityv. The burden of tecaching has increased duc to do the need to Leach
discipline as well as academics. This is a common problem between the USA and
Japan, although the causes are different.

American teachers point out three superior Lhings about the Japanese school
sysiem. First, Japanese studenls all take the same subjects which ensures a
higher level of learning. Second, the Japanesc daily schedule is more

comlortable,
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Both American leachers and studentis wanl Lo have a more comfortable lunch
time. Third, it is good [or all studenls Lo belong to club aclivities in order
Loy prevent problem behavior,

In conclugion, both countries have various problems, and we can 1 separate
the social situalion (rom education. ¥e wanl nol only to Took al the
advantages of other countriecs, but also to understand their disadvantages.

The American and Japancse school systems have dillerent historical
backyrounds and national characlers. 1t's necessary to understand cach of
them as exsisting in different cultures. We felt that both sludents and
teachers need to exert themselves and have the proper attitude to improve
their respective systems.

VI A Connecting Address
1 International Programs (East Carolina University)
Dr. Don Spence: Assistant Dircclor
Greenville North Carolina NC 27858 @(Y19)757 4829  Fax(919)75H2-4813
2 Farmville Middle School
Mrs. Beverly Peaden: Teacher
Farmville North Carolina NC 27828  @&@&(919)753 2116
Mrs. Delane Fuguay: Teacher
Farmville North Carolina NC 27828 &®(0919)753-2116
3 H B. Sugg School
Tony Cates: Principal
Farmville North Carolina NC 27828  &(919)753 2671
4  Downtown Open School
Kristin Songuist: Teacher
3710 Humboldt N Minneapolis Minnesota NC 55412
L TFranklin Middle School
Birth Jones: Principal
1501 Aldrich Avenue North Minneapolis Minnesota NC bh411 3398
& (627)2869
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